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Prefatory Letter to Second 

Edition. 



lrest Friend, 
As I hear from you that the first 
Edition of these extracts from letters is ex- 
hausted, and that applications to the pub- 
lisher for further copies lead him to think 
it worth while to issue a second edition, I 
readily consent to the publication of a second 
edition, and naturally address a prefatory 
letter to you, whose sympathetic care and 
skill gathered and arranged the extracts in 
an order best calculated to secure apprehen- 
sion of their drift 

I have been asked several times, if a second 
edition were issued, to expound or explain 
some of the thoughts suggested in them. I 
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do not feel drawn to do so, much as I 
delight in doing so in conversation, because 
I think a thought dropped in a seed-form is 
more likely to bear good fruit in a sympa- 
thetic heart unencumbered with attempts j|t^ 
explanation, which have a tendency to narrow 
the bearing of the thought, and in securing 
an intellectual assent to miss the far mor^, 
important purpose of awakening or confirm- 
ing a spiritual perception. I increasingly 
feel that most of us are seriously encumbered 
with secondhand knowledge, so ^^tintelledual 
assent to the truths of the Christ Revelation 
usurps the place of a spiritual perception of 
their truthfulness, and consequently the cur- 
rent witness to Him, Who is the Truth, is so 
timid and feeble amongst those who pro- 
fess to believe in Him. 

I should like to mention two points in 
relation to my own vision of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, because I think in doing so I may 
make more clear the point of view from 
which perceptions in the following extracts 
are to be understood, and probably ekn- 
braced. 

I. The historical aspect of Jesus I 
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understand to be the door to the spiritual 
apprehension of Him as the Truth and the 
Life. The door through which we pass into 
the kingdom where th e histor ical asDect is 
swallowed up in the spiritual possession, to be 
known no more m the rudimentary external 
aspect (2 Cor. v. 16). The sign has passed 
iato the thing signified. 'lllB' "WASlTiiBStf^ISP" 



the letref has been swallowed up in the 
power of the spirit ; acquaintance has passed 
into the possession which belongs to fellow- 
ship. In the clear recognition of this doubly 
relationship to Truth I think lies the solu- 
tion of all honest Christian controversy, and 
in it will ultimately be found the true reply 
of the Christian to the inquiries and com- 
plaints of so-called Agnostics, etc We can 
only know the Christ as our Life, and the 
Lord of our Life, le.^ with that knowledge 
which is accompanied with wisdom, power, 
and love, and therefore qualifies us to witness 
to Him — by immediate contact and living 
abiding fellowship with Him. It is possible 
to know much about Him as an historical 
personage without any real fellowship with 
Him, such as belongs to real belief in Him, 
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which I suppose means living in and by 
Him. 

Christian witness in its spiritual aspect, that 
is, of persuasive power unto Life, is not to one 
who lived, said, and did certain things, but 
to a present living Lord, Who is saying and 
doing wondrous things of Life in us now ; this 
is the true witness of the Church of the 
Christ She points to the door through 
which she came to know Him, but the power 
of her witness is in her experience of the 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, which her union with her Lord 
secures. Only so far as we are in fellowship 
with the Living Lord can we give to every 
man that asketh us a reason of the hope that 
is in us with that meekness and reverence 
which appeals to, and draws forth, the deeper 
sensibilities of the heart. When Christ has 
become to us the wisdom of God, and the 
power of God, then will our witness be not in 
word only but also in power, and speaking 
the Truth, which underlies all things, in love 
we shall be true witnesses of Him who is the 
Truth, and shall utter forth His word of 
Truth to the age in which we live. 
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II. The second point which I wish to 
[nention is in reference to our Lord's Priest- 
tiood. This it seems to me is almost in- 
i^riably treated as though it were after the 
order of Aaron, and not after the order o^ 
Melchisedec. In the Mosaic symbolism the 
Lamb is the symbol which represents the 
Priesthood of Christ in the days of His flesh. 
The high priest in the Mosaic ritual is a 
subordinate figure, not the Central, which is 
the Lamb. 

The Priesthood of our Lord, />., of the 
glorified Christ, which is the Priesthood of 
the Christian dispensation — the ministration 
of Life unto holiness, in contrast with the old 
dispensation, which was of sin unto death — 

is after the ^rrl^ r nf M^)rhispH<>r, thp ^wi^ 
characteristics of which ^j;^,J(nil'^r^ s^P["iifiM 
i n royalty, and ^ jperm a nence, signifi gjgMm in- 
herent nature of Sonship, and^exercised in 
B enedictio n — for the fulfilment of the 
promise or gospel preached to Abraham that 
through his seed all nations of the earth 
should be blessed. 

The purpose of the Priesthood of the 
Lord is the fulfilment of the Divine will in 
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the Salvatio n of the world, which purpose is 
effected through the exercis e of in ward 
ju dgmen t, which ifiine Christian dispensa- 
iion IS d^lared to be unto victory, i,e.^ unto 
the utter condemnation of sin, and the salva. 
tion to the uttermost of the sinner. The 
sphere of the Lord's judgment^ is the heart, 
and the complete sanctification of the heart 
is the work of the Fire-Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost 

The Priesthood of our Lord now — ue.^ in the 
day of His Glory, when He, the Son of Man, 
is sitting on the Throne of His Glory — ^is ng^ 
^ longer, as in the days of His flesh, on b^ 
half of man towards God, the Priesthood of 
obedience to the Father's Will as our elder 
brother — but it is on behalf of God towa rds 
men, mmistermg to v^ the blessing of the 
Spirit of Holiness, whereby we are recondled 
in heart and mind unto God, and made Holy 
even as He is Holy. 

* It is important to notice that our law courts oJBfer 
no materials of interpretation of our Lord's Judgment 
— the best is the one He suggests Himself, the judg- 
ment of a physician on undertaking a case — Lukx iv. 

23. 
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Doubtless you have noticed how often our 
Lard's intercession is ip t e qa ceted as a pleading 
with God for man in order to secure God's 
favour towards man, thereby setting at 
nought the whole teaching of Christ. It 
seems to me the best rendering of the word 
translated "making intercession for'' is the 
one employed for the purpose in the Collect 
for S. Stephen's Day in the Church of 
England Prayer-book — viz., succouring. The 
true meaning of our Lord's intercession 
would be best secured by the rendering, 
" He ever liveth to succour us." Then the 
intercession wouia be seen to be, that He, 
on the part of God, is ever ministering to 
uSy rescuing us from the bonds of sin, and 
bringing us by the power of His love and 
wisdom into the bosom of His Father and 
our Father. 

I understand that the life of Jesus in the 
days of His flesh was the revelation of God's 
love and mercy to mankind presented to us 
in His complete fulfilment as man of all 
righteousness in Himself — ^in all things He 
fulfilled His Father's will : and that the life 
of Jesus in the day of His Glory is the 
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effective exercise of His Power in fulfilling 
all righteousnes s in men, and thus bringing 
them into fellowsmp with His Father and 
our Father, and so fulfilling the Divine 
purpose in Creation that all should become 
" very good." 

I am quite sure that if we distinguished 
carefully the Priesthood of the Christ in the 
days of His flesh, and the Priesthood of the 
Christ in the day of His Glory, we should see 
the signification of the old and new dis- 
pensations in their mutual relation and con- 
trast, and should ourselves be inspired with 
that aspect of the enthusiasm of the Chiist 
which would lift us out of the petty conflicts 
that are now disturbing the Churches, and 
enable us to discern the significance of the 
aspirations of our own day, and to lead them 
into what is noble, pure, and beneficent 
Ever your affectionate friend, 

R. W. Corbet. 

Stoke Rectory, 
HoDNET, Shropshire. 
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These Letters were written without any 
thought of publication, but the friends to 
whom they were addressed found in them so 
much of Light and Life, that permission has 
been obtained to make them known to a 
wider circle. 

They have been left as they were written, 
without any attempt to render them less 
fragmentary and spontaneous in character, 
lest the rdationship with Truth which they 
reveal should be sacrificed to the aim of 
literary completeness. As their Title indi- 
cates, they are from the pen of one who, 
while acknowledging the importance of both 
the outward and inward witness to Truth, 
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yet speaks of the immediate rather than of 
the mediate relations of the Life-giving Spirit 
with man. 

The enlarged area of Thought in the 
present day has doubtless increased Toler- 
ance of varying opinions, but at the same 
time it has made us aware of widening chasms 
of separation between us regarding vital 
principles. And the recognition of such 
separation seems to wither in hopelessness 
even the desire for Unity which belongs to 
our Nature and contributes so essentially to 
our well-being. The aim of many of these 
Letters is to awaken the consciousness of 
our Actual Union with God and with am 
another. This Faith is happily no new one; 
yet it is believed that deeper conceptions df 
its significance and power of expansion may 
be suggested by these pages, that in some 
readers Hope in the reality of this Union 
may be strengthened even under the dark 
and separating conditions to which they have 
become painfully sensitive, and, finally^ that 
from this re-assured Hope may spring the 
confidence and gladness which should belong 
to the children of One Father. 
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It is a joy to find those Truth as- 
who will receive and give forth the utter- fiSm wtihin 
ances of the Spirit as He labours to bear p^'^"^' "'• 
witness to the unknown (not unknowable) 
riches of the wisdom and love of God. 
Of course those who look at Truth from a 
natural and not a spiritual standpoint see 
danger always, because to them Truth is 
something outside themselves, of which they 
may lose hold. If, on the contrary, we 
stand "in the Spirit," we shall necessarily 
recognise the Holy Spirit as the absolute 
Ixjrd, and shall shrink from no consequences, 
from no misjudgments, that may accompany 
an utterance of His message. 

I 
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I am feeling with intense conviction the 
power (as we were saying the other morning) 
of a clear perception. Why should we be 
content to work in a hazy fog when we hear, . 
" Awake, thou that sleepest, and Christ shall 
give thee light " ? The most practical occu* 
pation in the world is the effort to make clear 
our vision of principles. A principle clearly 
perceived is an active Power; we become 
"one with" it; it consubstantiates us into 
itself ; we become in that clear vision " one 
with" the Spirit, Who is the life of aH 
substances, of all facts, of everything. 
Hence our wisdom is to seek the Kingdom 
of God, the underlying truth of things ; and 
the more full we are of light, i.e.^ of tbc 
vision of truth, the more energetic we 
necessarily become in lovingkindness. Se^ 
light and you will love ; you will not merely 
be making sforfs to love, but will rather 
recognise the necessity of loving : you will 
stand in the higher nature, which is LovB. 
The words of St. John the Baptist always 
come home to me in dealing with revealed 
Truth ; we^rp Jjut " voices- !^— ff ^^ sAa 
speake r, and He is the subject-matter. 
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We need to know God, />., the Truth, in ^ , , 

' ' ' God to be 

heart and mind. Mind-knowledge, alone, known in 
seems to me devilish, while all our ideas of mind, 
heart-knowledge appear to be connected 
with suffering. Perhaps the angels can only 
attain to heart-knowledge through the per- 
ception of our suffering. Do you remember 
a picture at Milan in which there is a little 
cherub trying to feel one of the points of the 
crown of thorns with his little first finger? 
It seemed to me a true thought. 



The particulars you mention of your later 
education, the time (according to Heb. xii. 6) educaSon. 
of " the scourging," when the " staff" seems 
changed for the "rod," interest me much. 
Yet it is of the same material, whether it be 
the "staff" or the "rod," viz.. Love, and 
both have one purpose in view. Our comfort 
flow is in the " passion " of receiving the 
knowledge of God, which must be as fire 
consuming all that is of self: our comfort 
then will be in the " exaltation " of giving 
that knowledge of God, which will consume 

I 2 
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all that withstands Love in the outward 
world; then we shall be as sovereign bene- 
factors together with the Elder Brother on 
our Father's Throne. And beyond there is 
a yet farther vision (i Cor. xv. 24*). We 
must each of us go into the depths^ if we 
are to save those that are in the depths 
The Spirit searcheth all things, yea the 
deeps of God, and there is the discernment 
of good and evil, which we find in Heb. 
V. 1 4.+ I think I have some glimpse now 
Educaiton of the possible origin of evil — God hiding 
darkncfs. Himself, Were He not to hide Himself, I 
fancy personality in us, after the human 
order, would not be possible. Were He not 
to hide Himself, we could not live, we 
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* "Then cometh the end, When He shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; 
when He shall have put down all rule and all authority 
and power.* * * * And when all things shall be 
subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be 
subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that 
God may be all in all." 

f ** But strong meat belongeth to them that are of 
full age, even those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good and evil. ' 
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should be consumed in Him : and hence 
He lays on one side His glory, He makes 
Himself sin (as indicated in 2 Cor. v. 21*), 
He appears out of His order that His 
creatures may come to know Him in His 
order, and, in that coming to know Him, 
may attain their personality in Him ; may not 
be absorbed or consumed, but may live in 
Him as conscious entities after the order of 
sons. 

Before proceeding to consider darkness, 
evil, or sin, we must have arrived at some 
clear notion of light, holiness, and righteous- 
ness. It seems to me that our utterances as 
well as our perceptions on these points are 
confused, because we do not look at them 
steadily as in relation to the Christ. It is 
the digging deep into the rock that secures 
the superstructure, and enables us without 
fear to look to the right hand and to the left, 
to the Heaven above and to the Hell 
beneath. I could not myself invite a con- 

* ** For He hath made Hitn to be sin for us, Who 
knew no sin ; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him." 
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sideration of the origin, nature, and purpose 
of evil, or sin, until I was conscious that 
there existed a spiritual understanding of the 
true character of God and of our Sonship u 
Christ as the second Adam, in those. I jras 
venturing to address. 

I think that the difficulties attending the 

subject of evil, or sin, are best met indirectly, 

that is, by dealing with the being of man. 

What are his potentialities, what is his goal, 

what the conditions with which his being is 

now environed ? Adopting this treatment of 

the subject, we are on the pathway of our 

revelation, and are greatly protected from 

controversy and from straying into aimless 

speculations. 

% I am quite sure that a clearer apprehension 

\ of the Christ, under the aspect of His 

\ glorification, will greatly modify, and, in 

• many respects, altogether change, much that 

has been held respecting the education, 

responsibilities, and prospects of mankind. 

The New Creation, of which the glorified 

Christ is the Head, seems as yet to have 

been but imperfectly apprehended. The 

doctrine of the Hol^ Ghost is but a slightly 
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lored region of our creed, yet it is the 
ler-stone of "the dispensation of the 
it," in which we profess to be hving ; the 
the Holy Spirit is the crgw n^nf 
econd Adam, by Whom we are 
le Kings and Priests to God. 
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Personality 
in God. 



In the first place, " Eteqial 
Life," which I understand to represen^jyajg 
Personality, or, in other words, c onscious 
ex ijfen^ y'in God, is the advancing in know- 
ledgeoniie^ Only True God " (John xviL 3). 
Secondly, through starting in darkness, or sin, 
we are enabled to come gradually into the 
light, which gradual coming into the light 
brings fuller knowledge, because we thus begin 
to apprehend it in its various qualities, as 
they are drawn out in the over-ruling of the 
darkness. I can see that in this way God 
becomes known to His creatures — which, it 
is reasonable to believe, would otherwise be 
impossible — and the liberty of the glory of 
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the children of God is secured. To see Him 
as He is would, I imagine, overwhelm us; 
we might be excellent creatures^ perhaps, but 
not sons exulting in the fullest, freest con- 
sciousness of His goodness. The parable of 
the Prodigal Son illustrates this thought. 
The son, after his education in error, came 
to know his father, became alive to his father, 
in a way he had never realized before. He 
had been dead to his father before he started 
on his journey. For surely all is dead to 
the heart which does not recognise or re- 
spond to its affection ; the Love is all on 
one side, the other is dead to it ; in the life 
of Love there must be recognition and 
response. 

We are apt to forget, in talking about 
choice, that we start in the dark, are born 
blind, and that thus our choice is of a 
limited character ; the choice which a blind 
child makes as to beauty, colour, utility, and 
the like. I constantly hear people talking as 
if we started in full possession of our spiritual 
faculties. We start, on the contrary, with our 
natural faculties awakened, or en rapport with 
the outward and visible disorder, while our 



lO 



PERSONALITY IN GOD. 



Personality 
secured by 
our con- 
ditions. 



spiritual faculties are in a rudimentary condi- 
tion, and must be gradually educated through 
repeated exhibitions of the mistakenness of 
the natural perceptions. You ask "how, 
through this education, are persons differen- 
tiated?" Surely these two considerations 
throw light , upon that question. First, onr 
environment of flesh and blood, with its 
specialities of temperament, etc, which we 
inherit from our parents; secondly, the ex- 
perience of life in relation to outward cir- 
cumstances, — these are quite enough to 
account for differentiation, and to bring about 
the beauty of variety in unity, even as the 
prism reveals the intrinsic loveliness of variety 
in unity in Light. 



iJf th^d^k ^ think full vision prevents the exercise of 

consent in choice between good and evil,* and the fact 

of our being conscious of a power to choose 

between the two shows that we are in the 



* Is not twilight the appropriate condition for 
choice, perfect darkness and perfect light equally 
precluding it ? 
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dark — we could not choose evil if we really 
saw it to be only evil. In the case of a 
temptation, the very force of the temptation 
lies in the fact that the thing does appear 
good, pleasant to look upon, and likely to 
advance our knowledge. I would venture 
to suggest that you should criticise your 
notion of choice under the remembrance of 
the conditions in which we start and move 
in this existence. " Consent," I think, is a 
better word than " choice " in relation to 
man's so-called " free-will." True, when we 
are standing in the natural^ or old Adam, it 
seems a choice to us ; but when we come to 
stand in the spiritual, or new Adam, we dis- 
cover that our free-will is not exercised in 
the way of choice as between two alternatives, 
but in the free consent* to the Will of God 
that it is "good, acceptable, and perfect." 
J incline to think that in the distinction be- 

* "Love, Who by Thyself art binding 
Every thought and wish of mine ; 

Love, which round my heart art winding 
Hidden cords of strength Divine ; 

Love, 1 3rield myself to Thee, 
Thine for evermore to be." Novalis, 
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tween the natural and spiritual perceptions j 
the solution of the perplexity will be foiled \ 
in the question of so-called free-will. 

I think the Personality of God is objecUi^ 
in the personalities of His creatures, and 
they give Him new fellowships. At the end 
of the dispensation the Lord our Head will 
Himself as the Personality of personalities 
present to God the treasures of His inheritance 
of the Saints, and then God will be all in alL 
This is the Church of the firstborn. A doable 
consciousness, I believe, is the ground of our 
personality, even as an ellipse necessitates 
two foci. An eternal consciousness belongs 
to us, that is distinguishable from our 
transitory consciousness. It is a mystery 
which we cannot explain. We recognise a 
^ truth as truth because we have known it 
f before in the original consciousness. Before 
\ coming into Time I was, but did not know 
f that I was. The potentiality of all His crea- 
tures is substantially in God, and thus we 
must account for their growth and develop- 
ment. 

* /.^., is expressed. 
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I believe *' Salvation " to be the formation Salvation 

-««»--i^.««t-*^-r}»V'**'i***'V^*^'*^"^*'''***^*^'^ Person- 

of the spiritual body, for our spirits are not aiity. 
saved, that is, are not complete, until they 

are in the exercise oi^^^^sSlJ^^limLM^ 
free action ; then, and not till then, is salva- 
tion attained, and we have reached Person- 
ality as Sons of God, and are qualified to 
reign with the Lord in His second coming 
"without sin unto salvation." And the 
Gospel, which is the indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost, is " the power of God unto salvation " 
to everyone that believeth. How joyful will 
it be when we burst out of these grub- 
bodies, and sail off in clear and free pursuit 
of beneficent service, all the more wise and 
powerful because of the experience gained in 
the school of this existence ! 



The important matter is to distinguish Personality, 
between being and consciousness of being. 
In the former we are all one, and in the 
latter we are all different; all possible 
potentialities are enshrined in our being ; the 
actualization of these potentialities is in con- 
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sciousness. Hence, in considering the ques- 
tion of personality, two points must be kept 
in remembrance, (i) The order of being. 
By this I mean that we ought to distinguish 
between that which is the human order and 
that which is the angelic order. Some per- 
sons, I know, believe that these are identical; 
for my own part, at present I think I see 
a strongly-marked distinction betweenf the 
order of Powers and the order of Humanity 
— though this, of course, may be because my 
mind^s eye is as yet out of focus. (2) The 
second point rests on the different conditions, 
current and hereditary, under which the con- 
sciousness of our being is realized in the case 
of each one of us. 

The Lord Jesus Christ repr esents, tn mv 
mind, our order of being in the attainment 
otits full realization — He has attained full 
consciousness of being after the order of maa 
And by full consciousness I understand one 
that is both inward and outward : inward, 
such as He expressed when He said, " I and 
the Father are one ;" outward, as evinced in 
the pouring out of His Spirit upon all flesh 
after His glorification. Consciousness of 



S. 
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Dneness with the Author of our being, and 
3f oneness with all the members of the body 
in sympathy and effective service, constitutes, 
in my opinion, an ideal of Personality for us. 
I feel that my Personality is inchoate until I 
live in full fellowship with my Father and all 
my fellow-men in thought and action. The 
purpose of religion is to brineMasJuito the 
full consciousnessoT our being, or, in other 
wordSy into the complete knowieage, ue,, 
conscious ness^^ of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
When we j^eve mto Him as ine Wisdom 
of God in relafior^oour* order, and the 
Power of God which actualizes us in His 
Wisdom, then we are becoming the children 
of God. That which is but a germ in being 
becomes an advancing actuality in conscious- 
ness ; the seed develops its latent energies 
in our consciousness, filling us gradually with 
the Love which binds us in fullest fellowship 
with the Head and all the members, — in a 
word, forms the Christ-life in us, to be 
expressed when "this mortal must put on 
immortality." 

You ask me to distinguish between the 
offspring which applies to all alike, and the 
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condition of those to whom Christ gave 
"power to become the children of God," 
who enter the Kingdom of their regenen- 
tion. I think I meet your inquiry M iix 
the last phrase I substitute " those who are 
*sons of God*" (Rom. viiL 14*). I under- 
stand that every human being bom into the 
world has a triple paternity: (i) the father 
of his flesh ; in which flesh is (2) the Ser- 
pent's seed, />., death or the lie, the presence 
of which constitutes the Serpent also his 
father ; and (3) God, Who breathes the light 
into man, that light "which lighteth eveiy 
man that cometh into the world," and to 
which appeal is made under the name of 
Conscience. To those who recognise and 
believe in that Light, and what it signifies of 
relationship with the Light, is given the power 
to become children, that is, to enter into the 
consciousness of kinship with God. In the 
word here used for "children" {rixva) the 
idea of kinship is emphasized. All who 
surrender themselves to the guidance of the 

* " For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God.'* 
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pirit of God, the Spirit of establishment in 
Dnship, are the sons of God ; these are they 
ho are " inheriting " the Kingdom of God, 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
loly Ghost.'* Or, as we might put it, 
ley have reached their majority, and are 
astening the coming of the Kingdom ; they 
re the perfect, or full-grown in Christ, to 
hom reference is made in Heb. vi. i,* and 
!ol. i. 28. t 

You ask, too, for a few words upon the life 
lat acts unconsciously in all, and the Christ- 
fe which informed in believers. In God we 
ve and move and have our being, whether 
e recognise and know Him or not. His life 
jstains us in existence, but when we believe 
1 Him, Who " is the Life," then His life is 
)rmed in us after the Christ-Ideal, we become 



* "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine 
f Christ, let us go on unto perfection ; not la3ring 
Tain the foundation of repentance from dead works 
id of faith towards God." 

+ "Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
aching every man in all wisdom ; that we may 
resent every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 

2 
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Christ, and are " one spirit " with the Lord 
If we can see the question clearly, viz., o 
man as he is and as he is to become, the con 
siderations that follow will be more easilj 
dealt with. 




^ 



Does it not strike you that The know- 
we make a mistake in the measure of im- |jjf^°^^^**** 
portance we attach to this stage of existence ? '^^"gh suc- 
Of course, while we are in it, it is, for us, of stages of 

existence. 

vast importance ; but when we consider 
matters " in the large," its importance sinks 
almost into insignificance. Then, again, I 
find it helpful to myself to preserve clearly 

the distinction hetween (i) f^ ^d pyp re sy ^^^ ^ 

or, perhaps, impressed, inhuj^^nd^Sind 
(2) God expressed to th e unive rse. I will 
endeavour to make my nieaning plainer. I 
must know my Father before I can express 
Him in action or otherwise. JVbw we are, 
each of us, being educated into this know- 
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ledge, some here^ in this stage of existence^ 
others in the successive stages, but each m 
his (yivn place, that is, where the Spirit in him 
will flower and fruit after its kind. Every 
stage helps on the development, and each 
subsequent stage is the outcome of the pre- 
vious one. It was to this, as I understand 
the text, that St. Peter referred when he 
spoke of Judas going *ito his oi^ yn pla^^j 
Judas had made a great advance \n tlm\ 
existence ; he had learnt that the idols of 
c ovetou sness are profitless, an d tha t, self- 
seeking is murder. How many of- us, in 
more respectable garb than that which we 
commonly assign to Judas, have not yet 
learnt this necessary lesson ! And so we 
each pass on to **his own place" of educa- 
tion. Do you notice that the writers of the 
Epistles make little or nothing of physical 
death ? They bear two great points in mind, 
(i) our present standing, and (2) our ultimate 
standing in the day of the Lord We per- 
sist in walking by sight and esteeming this 
existence Life, and the end of this exisOsneP 
Death ; whereas, rightly viewed, this existence 
is but a stage in mortality, and s< 



N 
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Death a step onwards to the fulness of im- 
tnortality. Each one of us is, as it were, a 
limb of God, with the potentiality of per- 
fection, and gradually, through the experience 
of multiform error, to be developed into the 
full exercise of spontaneous and joyous ac- 
tivity. You say, " If God threw me down 

to take up another" 1 need not finish 

Xh^^eptence, for in the nature of things it 
is impossible; I am that which is Divine 
in my flesh \ how, then, could God throw 
jpUiy that which is the / in me-^the / which 
constitutes me? He would be throwing^ 
away Himself as useless. The regeneration / 
or new birth is the coming into conscious- j 
ness that our "I am'* is "in," "of," and/ 
*» to," tJu " I AM." Oh, when that is known, / 
how speedily do the surface questions which 
have perplexed us pass away like many a bad 
dream before the Light of Day ! 

St. Paul expresses his realization of this 
when he says, " By the gr ace of God I am 
wha t I am /* using the formula associated m 




mmd with th e Lord G od Himself. Th 
revelation of Jesus is, that Man and God are 





e are stanamg^iii the revelation of "^ 



4^ 
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the Lord Jesus when we maintain this Fad, 
in relation to being, and the certainty of its 
ultimate realization in knowledge, in the case 
of every member of the human race, through 
the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. With 
times and seasons we have nothing to do; 
but with the Faith, the Hope, and the mini- 
stration of Love that issues out of the Faith 
and realizes the Hope, we have everything to 
do. Ah ! it is the indestructible Faith, which 
is our true being, and the universal Hope, 
that answers to the potentiality of the Om- 
nipotent Love, that alone satisfy the heart 
created anew after God ; these are the Rock, 
the End, and the Power, of our being. 

Perhaps in what I have written of the 
perception which lightens my eyes in the 
darkness of this outward life, you may find 
something which is an echo and a confirma' 
tion of the surging thoughts in your own 
spirit. 



-"^^^m 



\ 



I do not think that the Universal 

truly Christian perception of the universal spires an- 
beneficence of God our Father and the etS?"**"* '° 
oneness of the Creation can produce 
Stoicism. Rather, as it seems to me, it 
necessarily produces, in the light of the 
Hope it lays bare, a stronger sense of the 
ghastly contrast between the Truth and the 
blank denials of it which are in our condi- 
tions ; and a godly hatred is stirred up, which 
can be satisfied with nothing short of abso- 
lute destruction of such denials. When the 
dark shadow of the lie enwraps a fellow- 
creature's life, we can but view it with 
horror. There is nothing Christian in 
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whitewashing or gilding over this hideoi 
mortality. The tribulation is as bad j 
can be, and the very magnificence of th 
sure promise in Hope emphasizes a nobl 
[| indignation against it I am sure that 
the Churches stood a little more in the Hop< 
and somewhat less in the sin, which is th 
denial of the Hope, we should see some u] 
lifting of the veil of unbelief — perhaps se 
it "rent in twain from the top to th 
bottom." But while they take their stan 
upon sin as the reality, and indicate th 
Hope merely as a possibility, they strengthe 
the hold of sin upon mankind and smoth< 
the capacities which the Hope would ha\ 
awakened in the love of Truth and horn 
of sin. 

One's heart rejoices in the awakenir 
that is coming upon the rising generatior 
and when the Hope is grasped in its univers. 
embrace, and as the omnipotent will of Lov- 
then will horror of the lie and love of tt 
truth be established, and the Gospel will b 
preached to all the nations. IntellectU! 
Christians are lamenting the decay of Faith 
spiritual Christians are rejoicing in the prt 
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spect of a reign of Faith, when formulae 
assented to shall give way to a Life believed 
in. I seem to see that, as long as a partial 
Salvation is admitted, we educate ourselves 
to bear with evil, because we profess to 
believe that God is content to bear with 
it for ever. A partial Salvation really plays 
into the hands of sin, and is a weapon of the 
evil power. 



*ove. 



To the inquiry, " Why do you not leave The neces- 
everyone alone ? What is the use of strug- ofLc 
gling to help anyone to be. better?" the answer 
is simple enough. Love, which is the energy 
of Truth, can seek nothing short of the wel- 
fare of all, and finds its necessary outcome 
in the effort to hasten the egress of all from 
their delusions. I believe this is the law 
of progress towards the attainment of the 
Divine purpose revealed in Christ, viz., 
**that all shall come to the knowledge of 
the Truth." Only the Love or Life of God 
in any quickens the life in others. Such 
a thought as that of making another better 
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never comes into my mind, but certain! 
that of helping another to know the Loi 
does — though the more familiar thought i 
how all do really help me to know Hin 
Love does not work under authority oth( 
than that of its own necessary enthusiasm. 



Man?** I do not think that the Comtist worship c 

humanity sufficiently distinguishes betwee: 
the man as we see him and the man as he is 
and, further, it does not do justice, even if i 
in any form accepts it, to the truth, that Qifi^ 
are iK)W«-j3i§iQ£L educated into Perso nality 
Both these thoughts are mndamental onej 
in the Christ-Revelation. 

In answer to your question, I would nevei 
venture to say there are not possibilities o 
creature-existence possessing more intimate 
knowledge of God than humanity does, bui 
I have no power of conceiving any sucl: 
creatures. Sonship is the apex of our vision 
and I understand it to be the offspring of s 
marriage in God between the Thought and 
the Word, and to be the Only-begotten Sod 
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Of the possible emanations from the Word 
we shall know more when the end is attained, 
and God is All-in-all. Perhaps angels, good 
and bad, are in that order of being. But 
man I feel to be the offspring of some 
mystical union in God, as figured in the story 
of Adam's creation (Gen. ii. 7).* If we were 

living in nnr CpnfrP whi^|| i« i^^^\f we 

should, I fancy (perhaps without any con- 
sciousness of it), be necessarily ever reflect- 
ing the invisible rays of love and quickening 9^'^^' 
power, like the rays beyond each end of 
the spectrum, which our eyes cannot see, 
but-which, nevertheless, powerfully affect us. f 
It is just for the want of this Christ-centred- 
ness, that we who bear His Name are so 
little to one another, and so little to the 
world that does not recognise Him. It 
isadg3iaL.aL£[iia_ when we substitute an 
historical record of Jesus for a livmg witness 

* " And the Lord God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life ; and man became a living soul." 

+ A friend writes : — " I often feel as if here and 
now we discerned merely the lower hemisphere of 
natural law, and in pursuing our reasonings on it into 
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of His redemptive Love i n ourselv es. Surely 
TJiTiroTftarff^^ world of 

sin is to be through the energy of His 
presence in the living members of His Body. 
Love in the living member, with sweet CQjst 
passion and subtlety of vision quickening . 
into life the dormant consciousness of the 
dead brother or sister, — was not this concep- 
tion before the mind of Jesus when He com- 
missioned His apostles (Matt xxviii. 19 and 
John XX. 22, 23*)? Oh! if we will hold fast 
to our Head, in spite of all our shortcomings 
His living Light and Power will be felt in 

the other half that shall complete the orb, had need 
of faith no less than sight. Did Christ come to 
exhibit this hidden hemisphere of Law, and show us 
evil at a disadvantage, as we habitually see good at a 
disadvantage ? Health contagious instead of Sickness 
— Life triumphant instead of Death ?" 

* ** Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
ofthe Holy Ghost." 

" And when He had said this, He breathed on them, 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost : 
whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them ; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they aie 
retained. " 
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the earthen vessels, and dear cold hearts will 
be a little warmed even in this dreary far-off 
country. We must em p hasize in unwearying 
stea dfastness th e univ ersali ty oF_the Chnst- 
ligfi l. It is precisely rta/ which awakens' 
new life in every department of consciousness, 
and which will administer the enthusiasm for 
our day. It is not Sectarianism that can do 
this, but Catholicism in its fullest and deepest 
sense. In this aspect no religion can com- 
pete with that of the Lord Christ, and it is 
an enthusiasm which carries its protective- 
ness in itself. We must burn up Sectarianism 
and despair by the love of the universal 
Hope, not reproaching but consuming them 
both. This splendid sunshine and exquisite 
spring-green tell one where the Power lies 
for the swallowing up of death into Life — in 
the Heart of the Most High and in the 
ground of our being. 



i 



The temp- 
tation of 
Adam and 
Eve. 



I wrote, I hope, not too 
long a letter to our friend B. on Sunday, in- 
dicating a reply to the inquiry " how Adam 
and Eve were susceptible to the serpent's 
temptation." (i) On the negative side there 
were the conditions of limited knowledge of 
God, suggested in the intermittent fellowship 
with Him personally, and the running away 
from Him in trouble ; and the living under 
the outward law "Thou shalt not" — both 
features intimating that the man was not yet 
in the full conditions appropriate to Sonship, 
viz., abiding fellowship with the Father, out- 
wardly and inwardly, in oneness of heart and 
mind, such as is covenanted in the Promise 
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(see Heb. viJi. lo ; xii. zz*). (2) On the 
positive side there was that in the constitution 
of the man which occasioned a susceptibility 
to the serpent's advance. Out of the ground 
the Lord God fonned man and every beast 
of the field ; he was " of the earth, earthy." 
T he seed of the deviL as I un de rstand it, is 
distrust of God , leading on to unbrotherliness 
towards I'ellow-creatures. This belongs to 
our constitution hereditarily, and constitutes 
what St. Paul calls "the flesh and its 
lusts," selfishness, sin, or death. So far as 
we live according to it, we are children of 
the devil, living acco rdi ng ^ij . jii j . I v^,;, ■ hn^i 
if we live according' to the Spirit, or our 
true Being, we are children of God, living 
according to the Truth, Then I believe that 
in the separation from the Tree of Life we 

* " For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, laith the Lord ; I 
will put My laws into Iheir mind, and write Ihem in 
their heails ; and I will be to them a God, and they 
shall he to me a people." 

" But ye ate come unto Mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
aa.innumeiable company of angels." 
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see God's blessed judgment upon these dis- 
ordered conditions. The promise of the 
New Life of victory over moral death is not 
to be realized in eating of the Tree of Life 
in Eden, but in the infusion, into the 
regenerate heart, of the power of Him Who 
is the Light of the Life. Man is to be 
regenerated and perfected in a New C reation 

^ in^^unioa^^^ 

^\ reformed upon the eround of the old. 



In I John iii. 8 it is interesting to notice 

the words, " He that committeth sin is of the 

The? cor- devil " ; if we yield our hearts to the evil or 

incoJripSbfe Corruptible seed, the moral product is devilish. 

^^^- But the love of God was manifested that He 

might destroy these moral products which 

are the works of the devil. On the other 

hand, he that yields his heart to the Lord is 

born of God, and does not sin, because the 

seed of God dwells in his heart through the 

power of the union effected by and with the 

Lord. 



I 
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the woman's seed we know to be 
ity anointed with the promise of the 
of the glorified Adam, who is our 
ousness. With our hearts, won by the 
ve beauty of the Gospel, which is the 
ag of that mystery, we believe, that is, 
5 " one with " that glorious grace, and 
''ally children of God, who know their 
and rejoice in the quickening power 
Spirit The seed of the serpent mani- 
n the works of the flesh (Gal v. 19-21), 
lifested Son of God will in due time 

by His Spirit shedding abroad love 
lieart. 




Creation. M^hatcvcr I fin< 

Adam and Eve only articulates a 
God. You test a thing by its illus 
There appears to be a Fall because t 
a transgression, but really it was t 
to a blessed result; it was the w 
higher platform of consciousness, 
the Creation was God's sacrifice, and 
pose the full beatitude of creaturely li 
ask whether I do not " see the signs < 
everywhere, whether Creation does i 
like a wreck." I see it as the wreck o 

'•^ seed. "Except a corn of wheat 

the ground and die, it abideth alone 
seems to me true of Creation ; it brit 
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wimberless personalities as the result I see 
no law of progress or education without that, 
for it seems impossible to have the fulness of 
t light without tasting darkness. We stand in 
tight by being educated into it, a gleam of 
consciousness grows thus into fulness. Some 
antagonistic condition seems needed for de- 
velopment. Is not our revelation in the 
beginning of Genesis an expression of truth 
on this subject in such a form as we can 
■ understand ? 






Adam, as an inexperienced babe, in the Adam and 

; stage of innocence does not represent to me 

\ the Adam of manhood : he was naked, that 

' is, imperfect He has to die to innocence 

to attain to holiness, which is perfection ; the 

I second Adam is the Holy One. All that 

comes to pass is for the education of man out 

of innocence into the consciousness of holi- 

dess. 



I must put the " Fall " in the conditions, The Fail. 
*sX, I think of a fallen creature as altogether 

3—2 
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apart from God. Each detail of our conditic 
is bad in itself ^ but not bad if we are movi 
out of it. We are only living when we are 
motion. Stagnation is death. I do not thi 
we need fear that in the progress out of Iik 
viduality into the Infinite we shall be so mergi 
in Him as to lose personality. We shall thi 
attain personality. Each one must be ful 
developed in order to realize the diversi 
necessary to Unity. I look upon the dent 
of each as the centre of potentiality, ttt€r^ 
cumference the realized consciousness. Fi 
personality necessarily includes these t^ 
thoughts. 



trough th^ ^ ^^^ *^^ revelations in the crucified I 



SecoPd of Jesus : ( i) the manifestation of God's lo^ 
(2) the redemption of the race out of d^Sf 
He, as the second Adam, fulfilled the X! 
by the filial surrender of His will to t 
Father's. We inherit that surrender in c 
spiritual conditions from the Second Ada 
even as we inherit the transgression from 1 
first Adam in our natural conditions. I vi 
ture to feel that our Lord's obedience gj 
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the race a new stac^'^z - ij± 
of the Fathei^s io%e is 



\i'X. 






words^ (i) in not rEckaci-::^ -I'jt :otr.i 
the world, (2) in recojrfr-g i-ji ▼mi 
Himself (2 Cor. v. 191. 
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The New Crea a-gi a^^^T^**^' 
Fount of all Law : zrj: 'j-jt^^sjt " -::.-t 
tments of law. b^::i fiij-Tsi-:^ vr.: :t.i 
Spirit or Source oc !aw Z3ed TVri ?f.-, - 
Ghost is the pcwtr ^ iiia "rri-iv-- r**: • 



.-'. ir .■ 



realized in oar Iy>Td '^es::? I^^jt^x . :;t:.:.*r- 
ing or realizing th* iizie ^^rat-^-j:;:iV:r> - 
t the hearts of s^ch a.* ''j6''jfi^ r^z-^ lyx'r.it 
Humanity : that Is v> 1*7. 21 VjC ^;/;r-j-r: .' 
the Lord lesiis Chzzsz zrjt zi»rjt m i.iir.'.ttr, 
» m tuH coT^cio -iszasi wtrh zrjt •'i..r^.T»t ',f 
MostHig^jGrod 

Yes, it is true tha: :•*: '^t "^rjrjs: i vj:: ; .- ir I'l v 
the world, as the lig-:: if ijt vir^i. -t; /.ivr. i 
yon say, wasJ* ap is^zi:^'jr^ i±rj^ s. jrv:i;i>t 
Now, after Pentecosc wb*=: 1: :i iit v*:,;*:-: . 
'^^ion isj'an ias^tn^rjr, -mz'Jz io»*r ' 
We do not repea: H-4 llit i::«f 'j'xlZL'X. i tiC 



( 



38 THE NEW CREATION, 

victory, but we are to stand in His life 
conflict and victory as a n_ accomplisnecT 
for the race, and in that belief we are enat 
to^SwitSBti with the denial rife in the < 
ward world, and the outward conditions 
our own present existence, and to rise i 
J/sinfui"^^ full Son-consciousness. He came in the " 1 
Flesh. j^ggg Qf sinful flesh," a most real relations! 
but not in the first degree of intensity ii 
cated in such an expression as " form ' 
sinful flesh. So I should say that our L 
in the days of His flesh felt the attractiver 
of his temptations, was completely suscepti 
but had not predisposition to yield to te 
tation ; susceptible to, but not warped 
favour of, temptation. When we look at 
nature of the temptations suggested to H 
this becomes interestingly clear. Might t 
not be classed under the head of temptati 
to individual action ? 



The Seed of You ask : Do you see any distinction 

the Woman , i /• i i ^^^ . 

and the twccn the Seed of the woman, the Christ 
GodI* ° in all, and the Spirit of God ? Yes, certai 
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He seed of the woman is Man, that is, a union 
I oT^ Spirit of God with matter (Gen. ii. 7), 
OTj m other words, the spirit of God realizing 
ilimself in human consciousness, for I under- 
stand matter to represent the sphere of crea- 
tnrely cOnscioush^s. So, you see, m everyone 
tdCtib B"tfttf Tmlon which constitutes human 
consciousness overlaid with worldliness, 
^rnorance, etc., so that it cannot assert itself. 
In the person of Jesus Christ, however, 
by the power of the Holy Ghost (which is the 
power of ideal human consciousness in the 
Word), that consciousness did assert itself, 
though not to the full, for He was " in the 
likeness of sinful flesh." This human con- 
sciousness in Jesus Christ through faith in 
the Father rises over all impediments of the 
likeness of sinful flesh into the glory of fullest 
consciousness in God, and from Him radiates 
out that glorifled human consciousness (the 
Holy Ghost) to quicken ours into Light, Love, 
and Power. 



If, my dear friend, what we have been Lcan>«n?oi 

' ' the Spirit. 
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talking of is to vanish away, it will be only t( 
give way to something far more blessed ii 
character and extent. We see " in part," bu 
we do see Him, though it be only in part 
the more lovely the prospect, the nearer ii 
must be to the truth. Again, we cannot ^«9 
truth ; we may fancy about truth when we 
are in the carnal mind, being led by the out- 
ward word, whether it be of a teacher whom 
we call the Church, or of an individual whom 
we call a theologian. In either case, what 
we see is what we fancy they see. We only 
see truth when we are taught immediately 
by the Spirit of Truth. Let us take our 
revelation simply, as it is given us, and let us 
believe that the Lord spoke truly and u 
come to be the Guide and Teacher of the 
hearts of His children. His desire is that we 
should look up into His face and know Him 
as ** Our Father." We have been trying 
during ihe past week to look more earnestly 
into that Countenance, and read its lines and 
movements, His nature and His will. 

Dear sad J. is full of fears, but the vision 
will presently come, and he will know the 
Lord as ^' all things and in all," and he will 
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be a blessed light I feel I know his stand- 
ing well ; his utterances want simplicity and 
spirituality. He knows Jesus as " the Christ " 
but not yet as " the Lord," so it seems to me. 
Hence he lingers in the letter of the Gospel 
history; he does not mount up into the 
heavens with St Paul, and commune with 
the Lord of Glory, in communion with Whom 
the earthly history is known in its boundless 
and blessed significance. 



I 



In three respects it seems to me we are Defeainour 

f ^ f ' 11- ^ highest joys- 

conscious of defect m our sublimest moments 
on earth : (i) the fear of our joy passing away 
shortly, (2) the incapacity of fully rising up 
to it, (3) the longing for a further sympathy 
in the enjoyinent of it, These three defects 
will fade away in the perfect condition of the 
glorified humanity. 

The reason why I am urgent upon the Mel- ■ 
chizedek priesthood is because I believe that 
in the recognition of that priesthood alone ■ 
do we recognise the Priesthood of the Lord. 
The limitations of the Aaronic priesthood are 
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gone ; they belonged to the law of sin 
death ; the Law of Moses was a shad 
Jesus in the flesh was the image ; but 
id Jesus is He who was to come, 
Universal Quickener. 




The Christ. jjj Considering the subject of "the Chr 
it is important to keep clear in one's n 
the distinction between the two aspects 
the Christ which come before us in I 
Scripture : — 

I. The Christ-seed, which is the life o 

men. 
II. The individual Man, in Whom 

Christ-seed came into flower 

fruit. 
To put it in another way. In Scripture 
find the expression "Christ" used of 
human race viewed ideally, and of the 
Member of that race, Who has attained 
ideal, the Elder Brother of the race. 1 
distinction, or twofold aspect of the Ch 
is strongly marked in Heb. iL 5-15 ; ; 
in St. Paul's use of the expression " CI 
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our life " (Col. iii. 4) and " Christ Jesus the 
Lord " (Col. ii. 6). 

I. The Christ-seed, I will, for the sake of 
clearness, confine myself to Heb. ii. 5-15.* 
You will notice that from verse 5 to verse 8 
the point emphasized is that "man "is destined 
to rule the inhabited earth (v. 5), or, to be 
crowned with glory and honour, etc. (vers. 
7, 8, 9). Hence Man is the Christ of God, 

* " For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompense of reward ; how shall we escape, if 
we neglect so great salvation ;>. which at the Brst began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
by them that heard Him ; God also bearing them wit- 
ness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to 
his own will ? For unto the angels hath he not put 
in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. 
But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is 
man, that Thou art mindful of him ? or the son of 
man, that Thou visitest him ? Thou madest him a 
little lower than the angels ; Thou crownedst him with 
glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of 
Thy hands : Thou hast put all things in subjection 
under his feet. For in that He put all in subjection 
under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. 
But now we see not yet all things put under him. But 
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the Son, anointed with the destiny of Lord- 
ship; in view of his predestined office the 
life or being of mankind is called Christ ; 
** Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col. L 28). 
The incorruptible seed in every man is the 
Christ-seed, that is, the seed which is anointed 
with the destiny of Sonship over the House 
of God, and which, as a true seed, has in it 



we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honour ; that He by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man. For it became Him, for Whom 
are all things, and by Whom are all things, in bring- 
ing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of 
their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both 
He that sanctiBeth and they who are sanctified are 
all of one : for which cause He is not ashamed to 
call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy name 
unto My brethren, in the midst of the Church will I 
sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put My 
trust in Him. And again, Behold I and the children 
which God hath given Me. Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also 
Himself likewise took part of the same ; that through 
death He might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil ; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage.' 



f> 
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tiie power:> of its own oevelopmenL And 
mder such conditions as are congenial to its 
development it most certainty will attain thtr 
felnes of efflorescence and fniiuge, Lc. (in 
tlK; present casey^ the fuiness of feliowshi]' 
vilii God in His wisdom and power. 

IL The Man iti whoni thai Christ-seed came 
viDfiffwtr and fruit. You will notice tiiat ir. 
Heb. iL 9-15 tiie point empiiasized is tiia: 
in the case of Jesus this destiny lias beer. 
rtaiHzed. In iiim the Chiist-seed has budded, 
ibwered, and attained to fruitage ; is in fulies: 
iellowsiiip wilii the Father, and t^ience aamTi- 
liters or realizes the Fathers purposr ir. Hr 
brethren, who are still in the ralie}- o: Hit. 
shadow of death — " He is the Author o: tnis- 
sahation '' — ^tiie elder Brother, who ixa:. mai?- 
tained the birthright, has inherited cr cuatr 
into the possession of the biessmg. lut yr 'j' 
which is to be the BeadaLStar o* tut wr-^- 
iamiJy, — the Deliveier, and ihsKi'jrt 'r-*rz,j *y 
Nazareth is called emptiaticaJi^ ///> 'Z^zti-, 
the One Who has teamec m Hznsbtd' : - 
promise or etenial destmy wiism 
was anainlsdin the mine of tut >i>r ?i^r 
the Descendant of AbiaisnL. V"*,-/, 
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ized the promise made to his seed, as 
the promise made to the seed of the wo 
in Eden. Hence the term " Christ " is 
sometimes as in relation to the Christ-p&im^^ 
tiality in mankind, the incorruptible seed 
life in man, sometimes as in relation to 
Lord Christ, in Whom that Christ-potentialit]^.-. 
has been fully actualized, />., in Whom tl 
incorruptible seed has attained its destii 
fruitage of consciousness, perfect fellowships^ 
with the Father in mind and fullest admink* 
tration of His mind in action. He is our 
great " Succourer," Who ever liveth to suc- 
cour His brethren who are in the " tribolar 
tion," feeding us with the bre ad and win e of 
His^ toil, the fruity 7)f His labour and bl 
sweat, so that, refreshed and sustained by 
His quickening Spirit, we may rise out of the 
body of humiliation into the body of His ■ 
glory. The Christ is formed in us when, 
through faith in the incorruptible Seed, our ; 
hearts are filled with its living virtue, sSad *; 
being altogether purified by the power ! 
of His Spirit, we become strong " to com-: 5 
prehend with all saints what is the breadthi J 
and length, and depth, and height; and to 
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know the love of Christ which passeth know- 
ledge, that we may be filled with all the 
fulness of God" (Ephes. iii. i8, 19). Then 
is the Christ-potentiality actualized in us ; 
then are we " Christs " in God, being in the 
full consciousness or possession of our inheri- 
tance in the Son : we sit with Him on His 
throne, which I understand to mean we co- 
operate with Him in the succouring of the 
brethren yet in the great tribulation. 





Conscious; Consciousncss, as I under- 

and of Con- Stand it, must be viewed in two relations : 
Ddn?. ° (i) Being; (2) Conditions of Being. Now, 
our c ondit ions of Beings are wrong : hence 
the consciousness in relation to them is a/ 
/u'o with the consciousness in relation to our 
Being : we are at two in ourselves. Now the 
Holy Spirit seems to me (but I am only 
groping in ways that appear indicated in Scrip- 
ture) to have to do with conditions of Being. 
He, the quickening Spirit, witnesses to our 
spirits, and thus corrects the consciousness 
which belongs to our conditions, purifying it 
of death and corruption, and so bringing us 
to k7i(nv that we know our God. The Holy 
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Spirit, the Lord of life, lifts us out of the 
darkness, selfishness, and impotence of self- 
consciousness, into the wisdom, love, and 
power of the universal consciousness, that 
is, into full fellowship with God. 

Our Being is one with Him, whether we 
know it or not j our conditions are as yet of 
our mortality, but we are begotten again unto 
a lively hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
Whom believing we rejoice greatly, with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. We are com- 
ing to know that we know Him (i John ii. 3) 
if we believe on the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ. A.£bildJ^nows its parents before it 
kno ws t hgjujt-knoy;?. . thepi' We may say we 
know God before we know Him as Father and 
Lord ; was it not when the consciousness of 
the Fatherly relation was gone that He cried : 
" My God, my God '7 Does not the expression 
" their angels do always behold the face of 
my Father which is in Heaven " (Matt xviiL 
10, I r, 12)* mean that the Being always 

* " Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
little ones ; for I say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father which 
is in heaven. For the Son of Man is come to save 

4 



\ 



Lost con* 
sciousness 
of Being. 
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beholds the Father's face, notwithstanding 
the separation of conditions, and that the 
Son of Man came to seek and save the lost 
or wandering consciousness? You will re- 
member the words that follow : " For the 
Son of Man is come to save that which was 
lost." I do not suppose that the little child 
set in the midst was conscious of his relation 
to Him ; he probably thought Him a kind 
man ; but our Lord proclaimed the oneness 
of being between Himself and the child, the 
prophecy of a full consciousness of* fellow- 
ship in. the future. 



1 



Three Steps 
in con- 
sciousness. 



Do you not think this is true ? — \ 

I. We know Him as our Father ; that is 

our Regeneration. 
11. We know Him as our Spouse or 
Counterpart ; that is the marriage 
of the Regeneration. 



that which was lost. How think ye ? if a man have an 
hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth 
he not leave the ninety-and-nine, and goeth into the 
mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray ?" 



\ 
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III. We know Him as the Universal Life 
in its manifold operations and fruits 
through us ; then we see and know 
Him in the offspring of His love. 



To believe m Jesus Christ our Lord is, I ?«i»«f »? . 

, . , Jesus Chnst. 

think : — . 

(a) To believe His declaration that God is 
Love. 

(fi) To believe that all men are His chil- 
dren, bearing in this mortal environ- 
ment theincorruptible Seed, destined 
to bring them into full fellowship 
with their Father. 

(7) To believe that He, as Lord, is now 
educating by His Spirit the children, 
whom God hath given Him, to reign 
with Him, in the saving work of 
bringing all into the knowledge of 
the Truth. 



j^6? 
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The Gospel I had a great happiness 

Jesus' Christ, the Other day. A friend, who was led at one 
time to estimate me as a heretic, wrote 
" The matter which had so troubled rae hai 
burst upon me in clear bright vision, and al 
is transfigured in its redeeming light." Thh 
is that precious truth, which A., B., and C 
also think nonsense and error; they make 
the facts of Being to depend on belief, not 
belief to depend on the facts. By their 
teaching the natural man is his own saviour, 
put it as they will, and after a while the 
experience of their converts must prove un- 
satisfactory and must evince the narrowness 
of Pharisaism. There is only one Gospel o 
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Christ: mankind is redeemed, is sitting in 
hedfrehly places, etcT; ariSf we,'"the members^ 
dTtfte' filLiJeT^lieed to be awakened to the 
knowledge of the fact, so that we may rejoice 
m the great joy which is the inheritance of 
all people. L ove Js spiritual life ; we only 
live in so far as we love. Selfishness is 
spiritual death, and many so-called religious 
systems tend to develop a religious or " other 
world " selfishness, which is worse than " this 
world " selfishness. Too much of the Mission- 
work of the present time seems to be based 
on the hope of getting something, peace, or 
joy, or heavenly treasures. When real Chris- 
tianity begins, the welfare o f al) ,_is seen to be 
flie one object of desireT'lrpon the altar of 
which universal consummation may the 
blessed fire of God sanctify each one of us ! 
I seem to see more and more that signs 
are substituted for "the thing signified," 
whether it be the Sign of Bethlehem or the 
flign of the sacraments. Who preaches or 
witnesses to "the thing signified" in the 
Birth which we are now celebrating, that 
** God is with us," with every member of the 
XJH^y The historical Jesus is the Sign or 
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IigLge 2s ibe Epistle to the Hd>Tews says)^ 

^ itself is the Christy the 
jpan , raised in the Person of 
JsaTtoanev muufestitioii, revealing what is 
niae life-Prindple of every man. When 
tnnh is gra^xd and maintained, then will 
the Sod of Man be lifted np in the utterances 
of H5s people, then wiD the Sign be truly 
worshipped in a loyal recognUion of ''the 
Ttii^ signified,* viz., "that Holy Thing 
which is to be bom" of every man, ''and 
caEed the Son of God," of which verily the 
iKith of Jesus of Nazareth is the sign pro- 
mised in Isaiah viL 14.* Only in self-aban- 
donment can that birth be effected. Popular 
rdigion is pagan, not Christian, self-aggran- 
dizement, not self-abandonment ; it is " Grant 
to nie to sit on Thy right or left hand when 
Thou comest into Thy Kingdom," to which 
the reply is that self-abandonment is the 
sovereign greatness of His Kingdom. A. 
said : ** We must be selfish first, secure our 



* "Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a 
sign ; behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel." 
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salvation first, and then think about 
g unselfish ;" but we shall never really 
our own salvation except in the salvation 
Jl. Short of that it is but Pharisaism, for 
a non-recognition of the only ground 

which our faith rests, viz., that He is 
aviour of all men, and that the complete 
ion of the individual is dependent upon 
omplete salvation of every member of 
nity. How plain this is, and how 
y revealed throughout Scripture ! Any 
led Gospel based upon another founda- 
than that of God's universal Love, and 
1 inherent oneness with the Christ, and 
itance with the Lord of the spirit of His 

is not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
t. 

ever felt the wealth of Christmas teach- 
> I have done this year in my solitude, 
the half, has not yet been told ! 



1^ 
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Vicarious I have been thinkins: abont 

vicarious Sacrifice. I'fancy by those to whom ^ 
you refer it is wrongly estimated, and that 
they account the sign of it to be the thing 
f signified. The birth and death of Jesus of - 

(Nazareth signified (was not in itself) the ' 
vicarious sacrifice for sin. The vicarious 
sacrifice for sin is the life entering into the 
condition of death (or being made sin) as 
the being of the human race in its fallen state. 
The important point to grasp is, that Jesus 
of Nazareth " brought life and immortality to 
light." He declared in His own person that 
which is true of each member of the race, 
viz., that the life of God is a sacrifice for sin 

■'■■■*'■■■ ' ■" *'■V^|^ -»» 1"*^ ^ 
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tveiy one of the members. And He, Jesus 
N'azareth, by His maintenance of this de- 
-aition, maintained the birthright of man- 
d and inherited the blessing predestined 

the race, which inheritance constitutes 
n its Elder Brother, the Lord of the 
verse, in virtue of which Lordship He 
powers each one of its members to know 
L stand in his true Being or Birthright, and 
s brings them into His glory. The Incar- 
lon opens out what is for ever true, being 

pledge and the means whereby in our 
Lsciousness we can receive it. The Lord's 

and death are a pledge and picture of 

Eternal Truth, and a means whereby the 
ssing of this truth is ministered to our | 
isciousness. 
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3ere is One, Who is qualified for the re- 
lemption of the world, being emphatically 
the Son of God, z.^., the one man who was 
in possession of the Divine mind. 

Then comes the temptation as to conduct. 
Will He use the powers and inheritance upon 
which He enters as the Son of God in the 
spirit of obedience, in filial subordination 
dto the Father's expressed will to mankind, or 
in independence of that expression? Will 
|He, in other words, submit Himself to the 
jjXNdtion of the race under the law, and so f 
..ledeem it by obedience to the law, or will 
I fie act independently of the law, and so leave 
vlhe race where it lay, and use His powers for 
IHBEimself and get glory for Himself? The 
^tdevil tempts Him to do this : He refuses, 
t-tnd in each case submits to that which is 
Tirritten, written as the Law for mankind; 
^"He humbled Himself, becoming obedient 
i^imto death, yea, the death of the Cross." 
•He stands in our place, as our representative, 
pnd thence for us employs the inheritance of 
Wisdom, Love, and Power, which belong to 
Him in His majority (as having attained the full 
consciousness of Sonship), — ^the inheritance 
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of the kingdom of God. "For our sakes 
He became poor that we might be made 
rich :" " He took our burdens upon Him ;" 
in the one pregnant word of St Paul, He 
" humbled " Himself for our sakes. 

Looking at the temptation from this point 
of view, what significance it has in relation to 
His place as the Redeemer or Saviour of the 
world, fulfilling all righteousness for us, and, 
in the second place, warning us against thinks 
ing of, or using, our spiritual inheritance as 
in any way for ourselves ! We are in the 
election only for the Body's sake; only so 
thinking and so doing do we stand in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thus overcome the 
wicked one, disowning self and following 
Christ. And does not His temptation empha- 
tically warn us against self-chosen methods of 
spiritual action, that is, methods suggested by > 
"appearances," unsanctioned by the pure 
approval of conscience, which is the " It is 
written " in the spiritual dispensation. His 
Word written upon the fleshy tables of the 
heart ? 




It seems to me that A. }^^^^ P^ 

the Basis of 

and B. are dealmg with the Gospel from Faith in 
two planes of observation. A. makes con- 
sciousness of Being the starting-point of true 
existence; B., on the other hand, makes 
Being the foundation of his thoughts on 
this point Being must precede and under- 
lie consciousness ; we must 3e before we 
become conscious that we are. Because 
Christ is my Being or Life I can become 
conscious of Christ; I can respond to His 
' call when, through some other member 
awakened into Life, His Word comes and 
knocks at my heart and finds a fellow-witness 
in the conscience. A.'s gospel is excellent 
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as far as it goes, but he will see some day 
that his cone stands on the point of individual 
consciousness, not on the basis of universal j 
Being, that is, upon the creature-conscious- 
ness and not upon the Creator-life. A. loob.| 
at truth from the limited aspect of external '] 
authority and of that inward experience which 
is realized by himself and some others. B. is 
looking at truth in the limitless aspect of the 
light of the universal Life, and discerns the 
necessary, blessed, and boundless experience 
to be realized in due time by the creatures of 
the Faithful Creator. B.'s view does not deny 
anything that A. sees ; A. witnesses to the ex- 
perience of his own realizations, while B. only 
disproves the adequacy of A.'s interpretations 
by transcending them, and leads us beyond 
his aspirations by a clearer ray of the Sun of 
Righteousness. Each has his proper gift and 
measure of experience wherewith to witness. 
Let us testify what we see, and receive in 
meekness the testimony of others, only giving 
a word of kindly warning when anyone rashly 
ventures on limiting truth to his own view of 
truth. We all come from God, for we are 
His offspring ; we are all to attain to that 
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blessed consciousness of Being, when He 
shall be all in all. Of course higher percep- 
tions of truth will seem to us to be murderous 
of truth, if we have ventured to conceive of 
it as conterminous with our limited apprehen- 
sions; we must ever be dying to our limited 
views as we rise into the kingdom of the Lord 
Who filleth all things. If I have not my 
Being in God, in whom have I my Being? 
And what is conscience, that faculty to which 
we appeal in preaching the Gospel of man's 
Divine sonship ? Naturally we are dead chil- 
dren, children who know not their Father. He 
came to be the Light of the World that we 
might become living children and know 
the one True God, Whom to know is life 
etenial. 

I distinguish between Life, which is our 
Being in God, and Eternal Life, which is the 
Light of the Life, that is, fellowship with the 
Author, Substance, and Former of our Being, 
^e Alpha and Omega. It is the heart which 
Deeds re-creation ; it is the heart which is 
desperately wicked, not the Being of man. I 
^ink a distinction is carefully maintained in 
Holy Scripture between the Life of the heart 
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and the Life of the Being : " Lighten Thou 
my eyes that I sleep not in death." It is the 
Light of Life we want, to purify or re-create , 
or regenerate our hearts so that we may be ] 
the children of Light. | 



_ I felt when readme the Epistle on Sunday , 

The Death , . .„ j i -j • 

of Self and that it illustrated what we were considering 
thecf(»& in relation to the separation of Abraham 
from Ishmael, and afterwards the offering 
of Isaac. Abraham to me represents the : 
faithful heart in its education ; it must sepa- 
rate itself from the natural self, that which is 
born after the flesh, and then it must consent 
to the offering up of the spiritual self, viz., 
that which is born after the Spirit, for Divine 
Service. This latter is the taking up the 
Cross, consenting to be used by God as He 
thinks best. 

If we be ** instructed in the Kingdom of 
Heaven," old truths are ever putting on new 
and more beautiful foliage and fruitage year by 
year, and this confirms the trust that healing 
and sustenance will be found for all times in 
the One Tree of Life ; just according to where 
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we are standing, its leaves of healing and 

fruits of moral power minister to our needs. 

I should dearly love to try and conduct a 
Lent on "Eternal Aspects of the Lord." 
Here my Lenten subject is " Discipleship 
of Christ;" it opens out beautifully as one 
considers it At the threshold stands the 
misapprehended subject of self-denial, or 

- sdf-disownment as it should be : " If any ?/sdr """"' 
man will come after Me, let him deny (dis- 
own) himself, and take up his cross and 
follow Me" (Matt. xvi. 24). This is the 
Strait Gate through which it is so difficult to 
enter, because we are bent on forcing self 
through in some form. But self must be 
disowned at that Gate, and then the life of 
true sacrifice begins, the agent of which sacri- 
fice is the Holy Ghost ; this is the following 
of the Lord Christ Before we enter that 
Gate, self-sacrifice is but an effort to put to 
death that which is already dead, and to offer 
to God what He has declared to be dead, 
corrupt, the sacrifice of darkness. Only the 
Christ-Life can be acceptable to Him^ and 
when that Life is owned to be our true Being, 
then in oneness with the Lord (*' He that is 

5 
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joined to the Lord is One Spirit ") the Holj 
Fire lays our life down for the brethren, a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God 
True it is, that in the tangled web of the am^ 
ditions of our Being there are dark threads and 
impenetrable meshes. One's only safety lies in . 
disowning them ; they belong to the outward, 
dead nature, not to our true self, the Life-self : 
hidden with Christ in God. And the way of 
disowning them and of our extrication from 
them is indicated in the words, " Mine eyes 
are ever unto the Lord (the Lord of my 
Being), and He will pluck my feet out of the 
net" The Faith which overcame the world 
was His trust in the Father whereby He 
became the quickening Spirit of the Race. 
In spite of all appearances we must hold b^ 
to the Head of the Race, and thus resist the 
devil, steadfast in the Faith — ^Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the Universal Substance and Quickener 
of Creation. 



Spiritual How wearisome is " religious " or " other 

Selfishness. ^qj.i^>» selfishness I In some respects far more 
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SO than "this world selfishness," because more 
nibtle in its nature and dress, and, I fancy, 
more deadly in its effect There is only one 
way of Life, narrow, oh ! how narrow, through 
a gate, oh ! how strait 1 '' If any man will 
be My disciple," he must disown self in every 
lonDy worldly or religious, and standing in 
•Idle inward and universal self, take up the 
Cross for the whole body's sake, as Jesus 
Christ did in the earthly life. The desire, 
^ich you quote, to see, as individuals, our 
•title clear," is the impulse of the "religious " 
•elf, which must be mortified by the Spirit of 
life. Real spirituality is not attained until 
our satisfaction be that He hath taken away 
the sins of the whole world. This was the 
restmg-place of SS. Paul and John ; anything 
short of it is a satisfaction of the old, not of 
the new, man, and needs the purifying fire 
of true charity. When the Love of God is 
ihed abroad in the heart, then there will be 
10 thought of self; our limitations of wood, 
lay, stubble, must all give way to the con- 
uming Love-Spirit, and we shall by It be 
avedy that is, made One with the Universal 
-ove. 

5—2 
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A word upon Heb. il 9.* Two death 
are spoken of, (i) the one consequent upon 
and purposed in the being made a little 
lower than the angels, (2) the other a sym- 
pathetic tasting of death, in relation to 
everyone, consequent upon and inherent in 
His being crowned with glory and honour. 
This intimates a profound and blessed reality. 
There is first the death of the individual seH 
whereby we rise into the consciousness of 
Universal Life ; and the crowning with glory 
and honour brings fellowship in powei 
with the members who are yet in death 01 
mortality, by means of which fellowship th( 
glorified member is able to help the enfeeblec 
mortal member. So Jesus was humbled aiv 
died to the individual limitation,! and no^ 

* " But we see Jesus, who was made a little low* 
than the angels for the suffering of deaths crownt 
with glory and honour ; that He by the grace of Gc 
should taste death for every man." 

t " Saying, Father, if Thou be willing, remove tt 
cup from me : nevertheless not my will, but Thine, 1 
done " (Luke xxii. 42). 

* * And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, I 
said, Father, into Thy hands I commend my spiri 
and having said thus, He gave up the ghost." 
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iJorified He tastes death with and in every 
ineniber, redeeming them from death. The 
DUsery or sadness of sympathy is the im- 
potence to relieve; what rapture of joy 
^ere must be in the sympathy which cannot 
fail to relieve, and is conscious all the while 
of its certain and blessed effectiveness ! When 
^e pass hence to be with Him on His throne, 
shall not we, too, necessarily taste the death 
of others in sympathy, but with no dim vision 
of hope or despairing sense of impotence, but 
in " the joy of the Lord," knowing that our 
tasting death with them is hastening the 
destruction of their death? I seem to see 
the rapture there must be in such tasting — 
aiding the Advent of the Sons into glory. 





Recognition We must, ill thinking of 

and i% ^^ ' sin, distinguish between " standing " and 

cSiXS!" '" " conduct ;" in other words, between the 

recognition of truth and the expression of 

it in conduct. The important thing is the 

recognition of Truth ; if we will only labour 

to abide in the recognition of Truth, conduct 

will take care of itself. Conduct ^ere^ because 

of the infirmities of the flesh, will ever fall 

far short of the expression of the Truth; 

hence we must not judge by the outward 

I appearance. The majority of us, alas ! stand 

f in the outward man, and thus we rightly own 

; our sins. But ideally it is all wrong. Re- 

/ generation can hardly yet have really taken 

j place for the individual, until he repudiates 
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this sins as no part of his true self. Anyone 
standing in the inward man will shrink from 
all association with that which belongs only 
to the outward, the garments spotted with the 
sin. Every time I identify a man with his 
sins as if they were the outcome of his Being, 
I crucify Christ. Sins are the manifestations 
€>f defective consciousness and conditions. 



I wonder if you are feeling the import- oSe^s 
ance of the distinction between ** sin " 
and " offences,'' a distinction constantly lost 
sight of, so that men often cherish the former 
in their efforts to get rid of the latter. 
If men would but believe in the truth that 
the sin is taken away, instead of whitewashing 
and painting up the old Adam and attempt- 
ing to get others to do the same, the coming 
of the Lord would be apprehended and the 
glorification of the Son of Man be known in 
the power of the Holy Ghost. 



No sins are reckoned against us by n^7^o7sins. 
God; on His side they are all put away 
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. — in relation to Him they have no tgi^' 
I ence. Hence our Lord says (Matt. ix. ^) ' 
I "Son, be of good cheer, thy sins hif^ 
been done away,^^ "Son" — for He is speak- 
ing to him as to a child of God, and tdls 
hin?, without any solicitation on his part, au 
eternal fact, viz. — that his sins have no exist- 
ence as in the mind or eye of God. The 
same truth is expressed in the parable of the 
prodigal son — there is no reckoning of sin 
against the prodigal on the father's side. I 
could enlarge with scriptural evidences if ne- 
cessary. Our sin or error is in assuming that 
our sins or trespasses have a place in the mind 
of God. The Lamb of God came to take 
away this sin or error of the world by revealing 
the truth, Emmanuel — " even while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us," and mani- 
fested that God does not reckon our trespasses 
against us. As Jong as we refuse that testi- 
mony we abide in the darkness, we wrap our 
sins around our minds, and shutting our eyes 
to the truth, " abide in condemnation." But 
when we believe in the testimony of Jesus, 
that God does not reckon against us what we 
have done amiss, then the truth (or uncover- 
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ing of the fact) makes us free. While we \ 
ainde in our sins, we shrink from God, we fear l 
or hate Him, and stifle brotherly love ; we are / 
dead in our trespasses, which bind us in chains \ 
of trouble and fear. Our Lord's Commission { 
is to preach the Gospel to every creature, the \ 
Gospel that our sins are put away, are not 
reckoned against us by God When the heart 
lecpgnises this, it inbreathes the atmosphere ,* 
which develops spiritual life into filial trust > 
and brotherly love, and persevering stead- \ 
ftstly in this faith, it rises out of the unfruitful 
works of darkness by the power of the Light 
which is within. 

Punishment is education ; it must never 
be identified with guilt. Guilt is gone ; if 
we accept not this, we " abide in darkness 
and have not the Truth," and shall so 
continue until the punishment reveals to us 
our error in the misery of the spiritual 
darkness, and so works judgment unto 
Salvation. With the heart we believe into j 
righteousness, that is, into the fact or right 
law as to our relations with God. All can 
forgive sins who really know the Forgiveness 
of sins; in and through them the Holy 
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Spirit worketh. Does not St Paul refer to 
this in GaL vL i ? ♦ Are not the 
''spiritual" those who are one with th^ 
Lord and Giver of Life ? 



Judgment began when the Light came 
into the world. Sin is the transgression 
of the law of our true Being. There are 
two aspects of sin, (i) the not owning the 
Truth in relation to our conditions ; (2) the 
not abiding in the Truth in relation to our 
Being. Do we not start in life with the 
natural consciousness, that the will of the 
flesh is our own will, and that if it is not 
carried out we shall suffer ? Afterwards we 
find that this is the will that belongs to our 
defective conditions. When our eyes are 
I opened to the truth that the Divine Will 
\ is our true will, we are regenerated and 
1 stand in our true Will. We look back 



* * * Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted.'* 



^ 
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upon the first perception as false ; and thus 

&own it It is with the heart that man 

believes into righteousness ; the heart is the 

•eat of the regenerate Will. To go contrary 

to your faith, or to go beyond your faith, is 

sin, for faith is the link with God's mind, 

which perceives His Word All which is not 

in haraiony with the law of your Being is 

tin. What we have realized in our con 

sdonsness is sure to bring us into conflict 

trth all adverse powers. When raised above 

them, we are consciously in a position to 

Dtilize them; the very things which they 

have begotten in us are ammunition when 

wejrise to higher ground. 




I have been taking two courses during judgment 
Advent, on Judgment and Coming to the salvation. 
Lord. The Purpose of Judgment — Redemp- 
tion unto Salvation (Isaiah i. 27) ;* its 
Method — By the Spirit of the burning zeal 



• " Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her 
convertsjwith righteousness." 
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of Love (Isaiah iv. 4);* its All-embi 
ness (Rom. xiv. 10) ;t its Progressi^ 
(John xil 31, 32)4 And on Christraa 
we shall probably consider the we 
thought that the Saviour and the Ju 
such an one as Jesus of Nazareth, ar 
blessedness of His coming to us, to bri 
I to Him. Salvation and Judgment are 
j two sides of one work when rightly v 
As I read the Gospel, it seems ever to a 
and confirm deeper and wider vision oft 
embracing Love of the Father of our 
and of His Son as the Life and Qui< 
of all men. We must claim the Earl 
I the fulness thereof as the Lord's, 
friend gives too readily what is the 



* **When the Lord shall have washed a' 
filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have 
the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereo 
Spirit of Judgment, and by the Spirit of burn: 

t " But why dost thou judge thy brother ? 
dost thou set at nought thy brother ? for we 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ." 

% " Now is the judgment of this world : n 
the prince of this world be cast out. And I 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men ui 
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to the devil. Let us not make anything 
Aort of the Christ to be the Life and Lord 
pfmen. Only standing in the Christ can we \ 
vesist the manifold snares of the evil one. \ 
Not in the written Word or in the Church, 
Imt only in the Christ, Who is the Wisdom 
of God and Power of God, is our founda- 
tkm ; all other standings break down sooner 
or later, even if they be based on the written 
Word, for that is not the Living Word, but 
thai which speaks of Him Who is the Living 
Word We must see God and die before we 
can see Him and live. The Epistle of Jude 
is God's denunciation of sin, the very best 
tidbgs we can have when we come to 
estimate sin aright and our own incapacity 
for dealing with it. 



You ask whether I distinguish between " all p^^sJ^t*"*^ 
appearing before the judgment-seat of Christ J"d«"*eiit. 
and receiving the things done in the body," 
and " each giving account of himself to God." 
The former seems to me to refer to the future. 
When, at the close of this existence, we shall 
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be clothed in the garments of things done 
here : if His Spirit has done the good work 
in our hearts, we shall be clothed in the glory 
of goodness ; if the self or sin has done its 
empty vanities, we shall be clothed with the 
conscious vanity of the works of the flesh. 
The word translated " bad" in 2 Cor. v. 10* 
is rendered " worthless " in Dr. Westcott's 
amended reading. I think " giving account '' 
of one's self to God goes on now under the 
action of the conscience. 

* ** For we must all appear before the judgment- 
seat of Christ ; that every one may receive the things 
done in His body, according to that He hath done, 
whether it be good or bad." 




Having been born children The old and 
of darkness we shun the Light, for it seems Adam. 
only death to us. We do not yet know its re- 
generative power — that its death-blow is unto 
resurrection — Life. But if we believe His 
Word, Who has proved before our eyes the fact, 
then we can welcome the blows Light gives 
in the power ofjtheHope, and though the flesh 
quivers, yetTEe inwardvoice sustains ; so that 
with the agony there is the way of escape, 
enabling us to bear it. As we keep our eyes i 
on the beauty, destiny, and universality of the \ 
new man, the blows upon the old man are | 
less and less painful ; the painfulness arises ] 
from our lingering love for it We are in- ' 



\ 
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clined to think "the old is better" for 

when the New M an comes before us in 
j w ide-reaching in exorable spien dounT "Bii 
I the new faculties are deveioped**6y raeditatioiv 

converse, and service, the new vision comes. 
; with sweeter and sweeter congeniality, and 
j enables us more readily to yield to the em- 
J brace of the Al l-lovi ng fir^ because we 
j come to know oetter the Heart whence it 

springs. 



Slied in ^"^ considering this subject which lies at the 

us. root of all spiritual experience, its interpre- 

tation and finality, perhaps it will be most 
helpful if we note for examination the follow- 
ing points : — 

I. (i.) The Thing formed 

(ii.) The sphere in which the forming 

takes place, 
(iii.) The Power which forms, 
(iv.) The steps in the formation. 

II. (i.) The progress of Christian ex- 

perience, 
(ii.) The attitude necessary on our part 
; I. (i.) The Thing to be formed is the 
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Christ-character, the germ of which is the 
^ Xtfe or Being of men, John i. 9,* the light of 
P which Life is felt in the conscience or inner 
» mind of men. The germination and develop- 
■^ ment of the Christ-germ into the Christ-per- 
^ <:eptioD, the Christ-affection, and the Christ- 
H action, constitutes the forming of Christ in us. 
When we are fully renewed in the spirit of our 
mind (Rom. xii. 2), and stand fully in the 
Christ, then shall we be fully alive, fully 
saturated or indwelt with the spirit of Christ, 
fully satis6ed with the goodness, well-pleasing- 
ness, and complete self-effectualizing, of the 
Will of God, One-d with the Lord in thought, 
feeling, and action; the Seed will have 
. developed its leaf, flower, and fruit. But, as 
yet, hiddtnly — in this world our life is hid 
I irith the Christ in God, to be manifested with 
I Him in glory in the Heavenly World. 

(ii.) The sphere in which the forming takes 
place. This is the inward man of the heart, 
the feminine part of our nature wherein St 
Paul prays that Christ may dwell and be 

* " That was the true Light, which lighteth every 
that Cometh into the world." 

6 
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formed (Ephes. iii. i6, 17).* The Magd 
ficat is the utterance of the awakened 
receiving the Christ-germ into its embrace 
faith. The holy Thing bom of that receptii 
will ever be called the Son of God. 

(iil) 'Y\i^ power which forms Christ in 
is the Holy Ghost, that quickening Po 
wherewith the Life-principle or Being of 
men is endued (Rom. v. 15, i8).t Heiti 
who sheds abroad the love of God in the 
heart ; in other words, who forms the Chiist 
consciousness or character in us (Rom. v. 5).t| 

* "That He would grant you, according to tibe 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might hf 
His Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ may dweQ 
in your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love," etc. 

t " But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. 
For if through the offence of one many be dead, mudl 
more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which a 
by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 
Therefore as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even so by the 
righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life." 

X ''And hope maketh not ashamed ; because thf 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Hoi] 
Ghost which is given unto us." 
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[e is the one Husband to whom St. Paul, a 

fnend of the Bridegroom, said he had 

msed the Corinthians (2 Cor. xi. 2).* It 

because we all have one Husband, the Lord- 

'Spirit, that there is unity in the multiplicity of 

ibers of the one Body. If we endeavour 

form alliances with other spirits than the 

Lord-Spirit, we shall only continue in 

>mpleteness and disunion. In that One 

>zd-Spirit we shall all find our complement, 

id He will renew us each in the spirit of our 

ids and make us each perfect in sympathy 

of perception, affection, and action, with the 

Head and members of the whole Body. 

(iv.) The steps in the formation of Christ 
in us are, I believe, indicated in the details 
w features of the revealed life of Jesus of 
Nazareth. We see in that history what the 
Holy Spirit is effecting inwardly in each one 
that receives Him. We may receive Him 
under a variety of names ; alas ! that people 
should so quarrel about the name under 
which we receive Him. Our Scriptures give 

* " For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy : 
far I have espoused you to one Husband, that I may 
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.'' 

6—2 
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Him many names suited to the various net 
and sympathies of men — Spirit of Holioe 
Spirit of Truth, Spirit of Power, Spirit 
Christ, Spirit of the Son of Gkxi, etc 

First there is the outward step of t 
angelic salutation ; it may be a chance woi 
a sermon, a reading of Scripture, a ceremor 
etc., etc These outward words awaken t 
heart to the inward Word or Power, whi 
forms in the attentive, obedient, jdelding he: 
" the Holy Thing." Then is the spiritual i 
generation or new birth in the inner conscioi 
ness, a gradual becoming alive to the spiriti 
world, quite rudimentary at first, like that 
the Babe in Bethlehem, and followed 
a considerable period of clouded experien< 
but still a gradual development, as in the thi 
years' hidden life. Then comes the cleai 
vision, as at the Baptism, an advance 
consciousness of Sonship, a clearer visi 
of the Mind of God, and a wider app 
hension of the relations of the creatures 
Him and each other, and their destiny, a 
the significance of the discipline of c 
lives, whether in the wilderness, Minisl 
or Passion — until at last Christ is fu 
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ned in us, and our spirits, in the full 
isdousness of Sonship, are yielded with 
nplete trust into the Hands of our Father, 
en Christ is the ALLin us, and when this has 
m attained, it only remains for us to be 
rn into the Kingdom of Glory — the outward 
rth, the redemption of the body, to complete 
\ inward new birth and perfect redemption 
the heart, thus crowned with glory and 
Dour, as I understand it Then comes 
\ tasting of death for every man (Heb. ii. 9) 
h the Lord Jesus, when free from all 
akness of heart, which is selfishness, and 
weakness of body, which is infirmity, we 
ill dive under the burdens of others and 
SI the law of our new Life. Yoked to 
m we shall uplift and bear the weary and 
ivy-laden to their Rest, and so on until 
rist shall be formed in every member of the 
ly and shall be All in all. It is when this 
rtal shall have put on immortality that 
11 be brought to pass (Oh ! blessed vision 
I blissful occupation in its light !) the 
spel truth, that death is swallowed up 
victory. Christ then will not only be 
ned in us, but in some joyous way, more 



I 
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blessed than we can conceive, Christ will fa 
formed fy us in the powers of the glorifie 
Body which fulfils the joy of the Lord 

II. (i.) There are two strongly-roarke 
stages in the progress of Christian experience 
(i) what St Paul calls the rudimentary c 
'* carnal/' which belongs to the babe-state ( 
Christian consciousness, when Christ is know; 
after the flesh, i.e., as I understand the phrase 
externally, in rites, certain persons, systems 
localities, books, etc., in some limited an< 
external way ; in fact, in some special aspec 
short of the Life and the Lord of the Lifi 
of men, the Alpha and the Omega. (2) TIh 
advanced, complete, or " spiritual " stage, ai 
St. Paul calls it ; that which feeds not 01 
" milk " but on " strong meat " ; that whid 
judgeth all things ; that in which Christ ii 
{ known as the Life or Being of men, containini 
in itself the potentiality of the glory wherewitl 
the Lord Jesus is glorified ; that in which th< 
Lord Jesus is acknowledged as the Heac 
over all things, the Visible of the invisible 
the Vanquisher of sin, the grave,' and hel 
Whom no darkness or opposition can witl 



( 
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Itand in the march of His redemption of the 
universe. 

(iL) The attitude necessary on our part 
for the formation of Christ in us. Is it not 
idle ample recognition of, and yielding our- 
^lelves wholly to the claims of truth, in what- 
shape it comes before us ? Some, as it 
can only discern Truth after a deep 
^ It of error, while others appear more 
^quickly to discern i^^But when discerned, aN 
f ready recognition of, and surrender to, its I 
[tlaims, without thought of consequences j is the 
attitude of heart represented in Mary, and 
b that which secures the blessed union with 
the Spirit of Truth. 

For those who have the angelic office to 
Ailfil towards others, it is needful to remember 
that our utterances are only really ** in the 
Name of the Lord," if they be the outcome of 
the revelation which He has made to the 
' world, and express the spirit of the saluta- 
tion of Gabriel to Mary to every member of 
the race. Oh, surely if Christians came a 
little more " in the Name of the Lord," in- 
stead of in the name of their limitations and 
condemnations, many would say, "Blessed 
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is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord." 
We must, as true angels, encourage one 
another to follow courageously whatever is 
true to us, endeavouring to deepen the sense ; 
of the intimate and dependent relations with 
the Lord God, which subsist between every 
one of us and Himselfi^It is conventionality 
which stifles spirituality, whether the conven- 
tionality be in the fashion of the world, m 
in the religiosity of the churches. With the 
look for Light and Power more steadily 
directed inwards^ we must, at all hazards, 
venture forward, and if the eye of the heart 
be towards the true Lord and Master, His 
strength will stream in and make the blind 
to see, the deaf to hear, and the lame to leap 
as a hart, in the way, the Way of holiness. 
I am sure atheism in^^-iiespect of the Holy 
Spirit is the weak point in the churches ; for 
Him external organization and other make- 
shifts are again and again substituted ; having 
begun " in the Spirit," they attempt to go on 
" in the flesh." 

I am sure we do well to concentrate our 
service. The superficial scraping of a wide 
area is not the life of Service, and " Bear ye 



N 
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one another's burdens" is something much 
deeper and therefore more concentrated than 
that In a bustling superficial age like th6^ 
present one gets so easily under the glamour / 
of bustle, and it exercises, through its decep-/ 
tive appearance, a hideous force. I suppose 
that they who are truly Christ-labourers will 
look idlers to the religious world^ But such 
as these know of ramifications of Life-force 
hidden to the outward eye. When one corner^ 
into contact with the history of a soul like 
A. B.'s, how it hushes the bustling temper,^) 
and shows the solemnity of human life with 
its intricate sensibilities, the need of patient 
persistency and the hiddenness of spiritual 
operations ! 




Unity of 
the Spirit. 



Unity, in the presen 
of things, can only be of the Spirit, i 
can only be inward. In the new 
and the new earth, /.^., in the true c 
things, there will be outward as well as 
unity. Then will there be the manifes 
the body of humiliation will have 
away, and the Body of glory will in 
spects witness to the unity of the Spiri 
true life is now hidden with Christ ii 
we have the inward redemption, the n 
tion of the heart, in this existence : \ 
for its complement, the redemption 
body. The perfecting of the inward 
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the accomplishment of the outward ; it is the 
same Spirit which affects both, for the outward 
redemption is but the triumphant manifesta- 
tion, in freest exercise, of the new Creation 
within. All processes of spiritual accomplish- 
ment are from the inward to the outward ; 
the Kingdom of God is within us. When the 
Law of its Life, which is Love, is shed abroad 
in our hearts, and has become the spring of 
thought, desire, and impulse, then Christ, 
Who is our Life, dwells fully in our hearts, 
and the removal of the body of humiliation 
will be the manifestation, in glory, of the new 
Man ; and so for each individual member 
until the whole Body be manifested in glory. 
External unity without inward unity is the 
whitewashed sepulchre ! outward unity is the 
sure consequence of inward unity. Hence 
" unity of the Spirit,'' the inward new Crea- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, is that which the 
Apostle entreats us to lay hold of and keep, 
and this shall we do in the Power of that 
which alone can bind our hearts together, 
viz., " peace with God." Only in Christ, 
Who is our Peace, can we find that Spirit 
which will cement our hearts into the ** unity 
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of the Spirit,"* and which is the result of 
standing in Christ. If we stand in Him as 
the Life and the Light, or Power of the Life of 
men, as the '* All and in all,'' then we neces- 
sarily are in the unity of the Spirit, for we 
are standing in Him Who is the Centre, the 
very Heart of the Body, and are therefore in 
sympathy with every member. The aim 
then, now^ is inward unity, which is secured 
by each member abiding in Christ, the Prince 
of peace, being servants to no outward or 
carnal commandment, but only to the inspira- 
tions of the Spirit of the Lord of all, Who will 
build us each up into the inward fellowship, 
empowering each joint or member to fulfil its 
own speciality. And then, when the body of 
humiliation, with its obscuring and separating 
mortality, is removed, we shall be manifested 
in the Body of glory, the Glory of the spiritual 
Body. Our exhortation to all, and our own 
practice, should be to cling to the Head, Who 
is the true Head of every man, and by " cling- 
ing" I understand persistently recognising 

* Ephes. iv. 3 : ** Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
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Him to be what He is, the true Life and Law 
of life of all, and, so recognising Him, to 
labour to enter into His mind, that we may 
have His mind or Spirit as the ruling principle 
in our hearts. So shall we be fed by His 
Spirit, and be strong in wisdom and power 
to do His will for all. 

We shall never reach the unity of the 
Spirit by outward organizations ; we shall 
not even be helped on the way to it unless 
we recognise their true office. They tend to 
separation without this recognition ; for their 
tendency is to substitute an outward unity 
or uniformity of action and acceptance of 
truths for the inward Unity of the Spirit, a 
golden image for the Living God, an out- 
ward visible Church, not as a witness to an 
inward, invisible, universal Church, but as 
the outward embodiment of the inward and 
invisible Church. So long as organizations 
or churches are recognised as methods for 
bringing the variously constituted tempera- 
ments of mankind into "the knowledge of 
the Tmth," and as being witnesses to the 
manifold aspects of Truth refracted in the 
murky atmosphere of this world, they are 
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beneficial; they become mutually supple- 
mental and witness to an underlying spiritual 
Unity : but directly an external organization 
lays claim to a complete witness to the Truth, 
or claims to be itself the visible embodiment 
of the Church on earth, it becomes, as I 
understand St. John to teach, antichrist, 
and, in the nature of things, the mouthpiece 
of the spirit of antichrist. So I understand, 
in regard to the churches, that we best 
promote the "unity of the Spirit" by en- 
deavouring to recognise the measure of 
Truth to which each organization witnesses, 
allowing that by the necessity of our present 
conditions no one organization can witness 
to the whole of Truth, but that all taken 
together may, as undoubtedly they do, in so 
far as they set forth some positive aspect of 
Truth, help to render the witness more 
perfect. Purity of devotion to that aspect of 
Truth which constitutes the enthusiasm of 
each organization will maintain due regard 
to the diversities of gifts, ministrations, and 
operations ; and loyalty to Him Who gives 
the manifestation of the Spirit to each one for 
the welfare of the whole body will be secured. 
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illustration occurs to me rising out 
\ conversation we had the other day. 
; baptism, no doubt, is an inestimable 
is to the universality and freedom of 
; but, as a safeguard against the error 
afining the grace to the ceremony of 
baptism, it is helpful that there are 
izations in which infant baptism is not 
sed, wherein we have evidence of the 
ice of the grace, witnessed to by 
m, without the reception of the cere- 
Until we recognise that the true 
; of unity is inward now, and outward 
ter, there must be the war of sects. If 
ruth were recognised, there might be 
ace and joy of the manifold organiza- 
the peace of receiving, and the joy of 
, in the interchange of the knowledge 
Truth. 



those who worship the Christ after the Conscious 

-._. , .,, ,,^ f -r »^ union with 

He is the Alpha and Omega of Life, God through 
ternal Christ, Who is the Way, the Splnt.** ^ 
, and the Life. . Do you not think that 
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these words represent the Trinity of our 
experience or knowledge of Him, Who is our 
Lord and God ? Sometimes in the sanctuaiy 
of one's own experience one knows Him as 
the Way, guiding us so surely; sometimes 
as the Truth, satisfying some aspiration or 
unfolding a blessed hope; and sometimes, 
again, as the Life, overcoming the mortal 
selfishness and weakness of one's heart In 
that blessed, inexorable march of Life, 
whose genius is Love, all idols sooner or 
later fall. You ask if I think the whole of 
Humanity the Incarnation of God. 1 think 
I could say the Universe is the Incarnation 
of God, and that Humanity is the order of 
that Incarnation which is destined or elected 
to union of Sonship with the Divine Mind or 
Will, and of that order the Lord Jesus is the 
One Who has attained to the fulness of union 
or Personality, as the Son of God. The 
Spirit of the union, or glory, is the Holy 
Spirit, Who is bringing us His brethren, 
compassed with mortality, one by one into 
the same consciousness of union, or fellow- 
ship. And when all the members are thus 
brought into union with the Head, and 
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therefore with one another, so that the 
Christ-consciousness is complete in the Body, 
then is the Divine idea realized in the 
Hnman order of creation, as indicated in 
X Cor. XV. 28 : '* And when all things shall 
be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son 
also Himself be subject unto Him that put 
all things under Him, that God may be all 
inalL" 



.■^ 



Do we look: Through sympathy with 

forAnothei? , .,.?./,. 

. Others, we must, m this disorderly existence^ 

; be in constant storms, even while firmly on 

• the Rock. There are so many streams of inter- 

I pretation, aspiration, fear, etc., eddying round, 

; and we are all in the twilight as yet You J 

speak of your friends thinking a way open 

now for the gradual reconstruction of the 

race. But has not that way been open since 

the exaltation of Jesus, and are we not now 

" coming to a fuller consciousness of this fact? 

And does not the so-called " reconstruction of 

the race " consist in the individuals coming to 

the consciousness that the Race is constructed 

in beautiful solidarity in GoaT When I 
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liiiik of the race I think of the multitude 
rhich no man can number beyond the veil, 
xA the comparative few here on earth who 
lie being educated for the things that are to 
yt known. "Being in the spiritual body' 
is to me an expression equivalent to being 
in the outward consciousness of spiritual 
fellowship and operation, just as residence in 
Ae physical body secures me outward fellow- 
Aip and operation in the physical world. 
You speak in your letter of " waiting for " the 
next stage as being "selfish" and " unjustifi- 
, tble." Certainly, if " waiting for " implied a 
do-nothing attitude it would be devilish ; but 
in my sense of " waiting for " I include that 
ttrong expectancy which sets in motion every 
beart-string and nerve-string in increasing 
sympathy and effort, not in the bustle of the 
fleshly mind, but in the effective business of 
Gervency in spirit under the guidance of the 
Lord. Yes, I find in the Christ-revelation 
that which stimulates my heart into greater 
and greater activity of sympathy, tenderness, 
ind integrity, while I " look not at the things 
irhich are seen, but at the things which are 
lot seen." Only by looking at the eternal 
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while we deal with the transitory can we d 
with the transitory in any way that is 
ficial. Yet, if any see their way and feel mov 
to follow the way whereby it is thought 
the race can be reconstructed and the 
prepared for the splendour of the seco; 
Coming, let them by all means follow it 
all their might; they will find that 
which they seek to do by special methods 
done, and "they knew it not" I seem 
see all that is needed for the " preparation 
the splendour of the second Coming " in the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit, as I under- 
stand it, of perfect man, or complete hu- 
manity. We shall all find completeness in 
Him ; " when it (the heart) shall turn to the 
Lord, the veil shall be taken away. Now the 
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with un- 
veiled face reflecting as a mirror the glory of 
the Lord, are transformed into the same image j 
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord 
the Spirit " (2 Cor. iii. 16-18). This concep- 
tion seems to me a higher one than that of 
our friends. More than anything else we want 
the consciousness of union or One-ness with 
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universal Human Spirit, which the 
kener of the spirits of all flesh gives, 
hatever seems to be a better aspect of 
Sospel than that which we at present 
, must command our love and belief ; we 

not fear. If, for a tim\5, we do wander 
le narrow way in thought, we shall come 

and shall be blest with a deeper, in- 
vc knowledge of the truth. We must 

remember that Truth far transcends 
apprehension of it. 



n laying down the pamphlet you sent who is the 
the comment arises: True, "the letter gSi?°"' 
th ; " it is not the god of this world, or 
God of the old Testament, or the God of 
book, that we have to preach, but the 
[ of heaven and earth. Who has spoken and 
ared Himself to our own hearts. " The 
it quickeneth;" He manifests the true 
[ unto us, and quickens us into able 
isters of, or witnesses to, the God of 
teousness, peace, and joy. He is the 
. Whom the disciples of the Holy Spirit 
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preach, and in so doing commend themse! 
to every man's conscience. It is not in 
dim mists of the old Testament, where 
features of His character are blurred by 
darkness of human ignorance, that we ki 
and worship Him ; but it is as the Righte 
Father, the Faithful Creator, the knowle 
of Whom is being written on our hearts ( 
shaU be written on every human mind 
heart) : not by reflection from tables of st 
or books of ink, but by the immediate wri 
of the Spirit of the living God. 

It seems to me that the shock which 
pamphlet gives one, fades into a visioi 
the Sword of the Lord destroying an 
which is standing in the way of the knowle 
of the one true God, only adequately tc 
known in the way specified in John xiv. 
22.* To the regenerate many things 
quite clear that by the unregenerate are 

* " He that hath My commandments, and ke< 
them, he it is that loveth Me : and he that lovet 
shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him 
will manifest Myself unto him. Judas saiih unto 
not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that Thou wilt ma 
Thyself unto us, and not unto the world ?" 
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3od, because of the flesh ; and among 
the difficulty concerning the Nativity 
s Christ alluded to in the pamphlet, 
oly Spirit is the true Spouse of the 
heart, of Whom Gabriel was the 
Dr external witness. Fornication is 
ding of the human heart to any other 
e Holy Spirit In the destruction 
present miserable misconceptions of 
must not be surprised at hard blows 
jgh handling; but, dearest friend, 
gold of Truth will come out and the 
)f God be magnified. The one thing 
1 support us in the confusion and 
)f the conflict is zeal for the Name 
me true God ; if we have any other 
Lsm than that, we shall be over- 
i with our idol. On the rock of 
ire can face and withstand all the 
)f this life, in the Power of the Faith, 
md Love, which spring out of that 




Life to be 

jought-not We ought not to 

Its manifes; , ° 

taUon. I our time in considering what should b 

manifestation of the Spiritual Life. It i 

I considering what leaves we are to put < 

I oak tree ; let it put on its own proper L 

I In filial submission and commendati( 

' our hearts to the indwelling Spirit, p 

leaves and fruit musf be the result, wher 

thinking about what leaves and fruit we s 

put on we are falling back into carnal re 

and leaving the spiritual : " Which of y 

taking thought can add one cubit un 

stature ?'' No ; the true line is to " see 

kingdom of God and Ifts righteousnes 

all these things shall be added unto 
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V I doubt if the fruit of the Spirit is ever 
: manifested here : it is felt, not manifested. The 
' works of the flesh are manifested (Gal. v. 19) ; 
; the fruit of the Spirit is felt and tasted. In 
I the beautiful age to come, in the spiritual 
Body, the fruit of the Spirit will be manifested, 
never till then. Witnessing is a much safer 
word thaa manifesting ; we can witness to 
the fruitfulness of the Spirit, but not yet 
manifest His fruit. I think you will discern 
the profound importance of the distinction. 

I am glad that you and G. are at one with 
my spirit on the point I have a dread of 
i^pearing captious, and yet the appearance of 
tapdousness must be faced in loyalty to our 
perceptions, i.e., our apprehensions of Truth, 
loyalty to Him compels utterance ; recog- 
nition of our imperfect sight necessitates the 
utterance being made in meekness. Fruit 
cannot be hung on from without ; it must be [ 
the spontaneous expression of the inward \ 
activity. Hence it is well and necessary, ? 
I fancy^ to spirituality, to think and speak 
little of manifestation, but to think and speak 
much of faithfulness of heart to the moving 
of the Spirit. The Husbandman will take 
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care of the manifestation ; we have to give 
ourselves to the hidden Life, so that it may 
flow on and grow, unchecked by neglect 
We do indeed need to cling to the spiritual 
standpoint, that is, " the Faith," with stead- 
fast agony of loyalty. It is an inward Law 
of Life, like the sap in the vegetable world ; 
hence our Lord's parables, which have ar 
abiding significance as expressive of th( 
new Creation, are taken mostly from th< 
vegetable world, seeds and vine. The oV 
Testament symbolism of the potter and th 
clay indicates a law outside, moulding ou 
wardly a form ; the New, a law of Life withii 
regenerating, and expressing the glory < 
the regenerated nature. 

The spiritual Life, being Love, cannot b 
thinking how to manifest itself; like Natui 
it knows no vacuum, but rushes in, necessari 
and spontaneously, wherever it finds a doc 
open. It is essentially unartificial, uncoi 
ventional, essentially free, being Divine. 



Tije present With regard to "not believing in Jes 
Christianity Christ bccaust of His miracles," I think tl 

spinlual. 
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path of Faith or belief in Jesus Christ lies, as 
it were, in two planes, a lower and a higher. 
(1) We believe in Him because of His miracles, 
which we accept on the authority of Church, 
or Scripture, or teacher ; (2) we believe in 
the miracles because we believe in Him ; then 
tfiey are no longer miracles but natural out- 
comes or signs of His power in relation to 
distress, etc. Confusion arises from writers 
tod speakers doing insufficient justice to 
ftese two attitudes of belief in relation to 
[Christ, the first rudimentary, or "carnal" in 
Scripture language, the second complete and 
"spiritual " — the apprehension of the " babe" 
ttdtbe "adult" in Christ. I am quite sure 
ftat the evidence to the Christ will become 
kss and less historical, and more and more 
^iiritual or personal ; by " personal," I mean, 
through living persons awakening the spirit- 
Bil consciousness in others by the power of 
the awakened consciousness in themselves. 
St Thomas's confession of faith, based upon 
the evidence of the outward senses, did not in- 
dicate the full apprehension of Christ. He saw 
and owned Him to be his Lord and his God ; 
that conviction was brought to him by sight, 



) 
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but the recognition that he is the Lord and 
God of all can only come to us inwardly; 
it cannot be evidenced to the sight in this 
order of things. All belief based on outward 
evidence tends to sectarianism. The uni 
versal perception comes from the Word hearc 
within, and that is the full blessedness. 

I have not by me a copy of the book yoi 

refer to, but I should say that the evidence c 

the Resurrection in after ages, according t 

the teaching of our Lord and the apostles 

was to be the energetic action of the Spirit c 

the Risen Lord in the believing members. 

should distrust an appeal to an historical fac 

long past. I fail to see how the histories 

fact of the Resurrection can be spoken of «<?: 

) as the evidence of Jesus Christ being th 

* living Lord. It was an evidence to the fir 

i believers, and it is an evidence to all wh 

believe it took place. But surely there mu 

be other evidence accessible besides tl: 

historical Resurrection, to witness to tl 

presence of One who is as really present no 

as in the days of His flesh. I am sure th 

the great stress laid upon the outward 

carnal evidences of the past proves that s 
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believers have not attained to the 
ledge of the spiritual evidences of the 
It The present scepticism, I believe, is 
ng out this shortcoming; it is driving 
>m the carnal to the spiritual, from the 
> that are behind to those that are 
iL The Resurrection, rightly understood, 
\ Quickening Spirit of our God raising 
hearts "to things which are above," 
s into the Body of Glory. The more we 
1 Him Who is the Resurrection, the less 
J7e be thrown back upon the rudimentary 
of history. See Heb. vi. ii, 12.* Some 
eare dealing with a dead Christ, instead 
aling with, or, rather, being dealt with 
le living Christ. They dwell in doctrines 
: a Person Who once lived on earth, 
id of coming to know the Person Who 
iv living amongst us and is in beneficent 
on with every single creature on the 



And we desire that every one of you do show 
me diligence to the full assurance of hope unto 
id : That ye be not slothful, but followers of 
who, through faith and patience, inherit the 
5es." 
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Yes, a creed of facts and doctrines, with 
which we have intellectual but not spiritual, 
theoretical but not vital, relations, is deadly, 
— with Lazanises at our door all unperceived 
Not until we are bom of the Spiritual and 
Universal Life can we be alive to the vibrations 
of another's life, and anticipate the expressions 
of a burdened heart by our side. I can only 
say : " Quicken, O Lord, Thy children, and 
enlighten mine eyes that I sleep not in 
death." May He replenish us with a deep 
discernment and tenderest sympathy in oar 
intercourse with the woe-begone solitaries 
beside our path ! 



1 



D* "^-^^^ The True idea of the Resurrection is the 

Resurrection 

^ «Jie process or power which lifts life into higher 
consciousness ; our Lord said to Martha : " I 
am the Resurrection as well as the Life." 
Because of the conditions we are in, though 
we have Life, we want the Power which raises 
that Life into its true conditions. We know 
Him as the Life before we know Him as the 
Resurrection. Knowing Him as both seems 
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be knowing Him as All in all. When- 
nrer the Lord says, "I am," He speaks 
IS ideal Man, as the Life, holding the 
power of Self-manifestation. What we see in 
Him is potentially in us, or we could not 
see it in Him. We may say we are what 
He is, because He is the representative 
of the true Man in every man. By His 
Incarnation this was brought into our con- 
sciousness. All are in Him by virtue of 
their Being, but He makes us aware of what 
we are. He, Who comes into this external 
lelationship with us, is He Who is also the 
substance of our Being. He is the expression 
of the hidden Being of all, and the promise 
also that each shall rise into the full con- 
sciousness of their Being, and be able to say, 
as did Jesus when on earth : " I and the 
Father are One Thing." And by virtue of 
what He is to each one of us. He is the 
Power whereby we come to know what we 
are, and whereby we are raised out of our 
imperfect conditions into His own perfect 
conditions. We are dead, or out of fellowship, 
Rrhen we know not the Truth in respect of 
3od and our fellow-creatures. To be out 
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of fellowship is to be in the condition 
mortality. Jesus said: "He that believedi 
on Me^ though he were dead, yet shall he 
live : " to live is to come into the knowledge 
and fellowship of God and of our fdlov- 
creatures, and whosoever has come into thiii 
and stands in it, shall never die. Believiiv 
this as a fact, and believing into full fellow- 
ship with its significance, are two different 
things. Only when we are One-d with Him \ 
can we enter into the meaning of " I am the J 
Resurrection and the Life." The morel 
realize the fact that I am in immediate cod* \ 
tact with all expressed in Jesus, the more I ' 
find the same things are being established ] 
in my experience. A 



Spiritual Again and again it comes home to me that f 

things visible . ••• i« •^, i_*-i* ••I 

only to the true wisdom lies m the abidmg recognition I 
spiritual eye. ^^^^ spiritual thiugs are spiritually discerned. I 

If we labour for the meat which perisheth not, | 
and if we witness to the Kingdom of God in 
\ word and deed, our labour and our witness 
' must be in the Spirit, i.e., by and to the Spirit 
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Carnality, as all spiritual writers have ever si?nf and 

•" '^ wooden. 

mtained, is the bugbear of true religion, 
d I understand the most inveterate and 
)st insidious form of carnality to be the 
;king after '* signs " in the phenomenal 
dd as spiritual evidences (i Cor. i. 22, 23).* 
irist crucified certainly was a " stumbling- 
)ck " to a Jew sign-seeker, for it spoke to 
n of weakness and defect rather than of 
wer and victory, but to the believer it was 
5 Power of God. 

" Signs " are for unbelievers, not believers,t 
arrest attention ; they are not for edifica- 
n, they belong to a rudimentary condition, 
nean by " signs " outward. wondtrs. This 
tward world is not God^s world ; If is world, 
order, underlies the visible world, which is 
; kingdom of disorder ; and wonders in the 
igdom of disorder do not much occupy the 
ention of the spiritually minded. Indeed, 



tt 



For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 

r wisdom : but we preach Christ crucified, unto 

Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks 

jshness." 

" Wherefore tongues are, for a sign, not to them that 

eve, but to them that believe not " (i Cor. xiv. 22). 

8 
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when these do notice them, they generallyi 
discover in them exactly the opposite roeaningy 
to that which the superficial observers dis-: 
cover, as in the case of the ** Christ crucified" 
in I Cor. L 23 mentioned above. It makes] 
one shiver when people t^lk, as they often do^ 
of the manifest tokens of the Spirit's presence 
in Missions, etc., etc. ; such outward manifesta-^ 
tions are very doubtful in their significance^ 
and emphasis given to them suggests a doubt 
of the abidingness and hiddenness of the j 
Spirit's presence (John xiv. 16, 17).* The* 
single eye is one that pierces through the 
outward veil into the Kingdom where Lo?e 
is ever operating, and where its operations 
are felt in the Spirit and are exercised in the 
unobtrusive but most heavenly form of 'con- 
siderate sympathy in utterance, perception, 
or action: meeting the necessities of another: 
anticipating their announcement. 

* " And I win pray the Father, and He shall give 
you another Comforter, that He may abide with yoa 
for ever : Even the Spirit of Truth ; whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither 
knoweth Him ; but ye know Him ; for He dwelleth 
with you and shall be in you." 
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ave been much struck in my profes- ^th^spWt 
life with what I think 1 may call the 
ity with which questions touching the 
world have generally been treated, 
lal-mindedness will necessarily be re- 
for meekness, gentleness, sweet reason- 
;ss, and self-restraint are of the fruit of the 
; and sweet reasonableness or forbear- 
is what the spiritually-minded, accord- 
the Apostle, will make known unto all 
Phil, iv.5 ).* The bustle in the religious 
for saving souls has necessarily much of 
ality, and, consequently, vulgarity in it. 
a remedy for excess of externality is to 
nd in more calmness, retirement, and 
ion upon the spiritual side of things. • 
denness seems so inseparable a cha- j 
Stic of the Holy Spirit's work, that one j 
t but fear lest some of the efforts to \ 
n outsiders, and to stimulate the newly 
ned, may hinder or mar His work. I 
t associate the work of sanctification | 
xcitement and hurry. We are too apt I 

,etyour/^3^«r««^^ (R.V.) be known unto all 
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to sacrifice depth for demonstration, and therej 
is ever the charge of " quietism " ready wheifr^ 
with to taunt the disciple of the Holy Spirit 
It seems to me that quietism (I will use the! 
taunting word) fairly indicates the true attt-j 
tude of the heart dSi^ mind as in relation to thei 
Holy Spirit, while, on the other hand, a wise,' 
wide-embracing, and enduring service mar]a| 
the conduct of a faithful servant of the Holy- 
Spirit towards his fellows. It is because the 
Holy Spirit is wise, tender, and mighty, that^ 
His servants are never aught but effective! 
and energetic, though they come not foiA 
with outward show. 



Large 

Religious 
Meetings. 



On my journey I read the report of the 
great M. Meeting. It seemed all very good, 
but I am not able to see that what purposes 
to be more advanced teaching can be advan- 
tageously carried on in great gatherings. For 
awakening they seem fitting; for advancement 
or edification in the true sense of the word 
they seem to be prejudicial, and to leave with 
one the sense of "jargon." When the Holy 
Spirit has been recognised by the heart and 
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as the true Lord and Master, then we 
setter interfere with one another as little 
Dssible, except in the way of ceaseless 
al encouragement to be true to Him at 
)sts, each following what he feels to be 
nind of the Spirit First, we must each 

our own weakness ; to this end the dis- 
le of life is incisively effective ; and 
idly, we come to learn that our true 
igth is in Him, and continuously advance 
e knowledge of how great that Strength 
1 the way of insight, tenderness, and 

IT, 



feel sensitively the effect of London life; London ufc. 
ems to stifle the strugglings of the better 
Its glamour, rush, and a variety of in- 
>ts,so awaken and in a sense intoxicate the 
rard appetites, that the Seed is hindered 
he surface-growth of weeds. One finds a 
erness of weed-feelings of envy, ambition, 
Jemnation, disgust of the apparently com- 
tplace, sentimental compassion, etc., etc., 
*ry nightmare-ish, and anything but sooth- 
or invigorating to the Spiritual Life. 
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The King- Do you not think that the evidences for 
M>t manifest, the Christian Religion lie chiefly in the 
conscience, and that the external ones are 
really exhausted? Butler and Paley have 
travelled over them, and have presented us 
with as much as can be learnt through thenii 
, and that much is quite of a rudimentary 
character. The power of the Christian reve- 
lation rightly apprehended is in the emotions 
i it excites and the solutions it provides for the 
\ problem s of life, and it begets in us a new power 
of insight, endurance, and wide-reaching 
sympathy ; yet there will not perhaps be much 
to arrest observation. The purpose of the 
Kingdom of God now, as far as I can see, is 
not to improve the world, but to educate man- 
kind in the world for the New heaven and New 
earth, wherein dwelleth Righteousness. At 
the end of this age the Kingdom of God will 
be viafiifested m. some way that we cannot yet ' 
picture, but now it " cometh not with obser- 
vation," but the general treatment of Evi- 
dences seems to intimate that it does ; hence 
the formalism of religion and the little spiritu- 
ality. If the Son of Man came, would He 
find the faith on the earth ? He would be 
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surrounded with t\iQ form, but would He not 
quickly declare the absence of the power of 
godliness? Only in the inward can the Univer- 
sal Truth be found. The outward view of 
things develops sectarianism and formalism ; 
tiie inward view develops true Catholicism, 
true Spirituality, extends the Kingdom of God 
in the heart and mind, which is righteous- 
nesSy peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 



I am rejoicing that you feel the sphere of chrirfs our 
Christian Evidences to be chiefly in the J^^q/hJ^" 
Spiritual world. I am sure St. Paul felt this 
strongly (2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18);* and in 
many other places we catch the same instinct, 
and all through St. John's first Epistle. And 

* "For which cause we faint not ; but though our 
oatward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen : for the things which are seen are temporal ; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal." 



i 

i 
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our Lord's words are ever deprecating the 
demand for outward evidences, connecting it 
with the phrase " evil and adulterous " (Matt. 
xvi. 4) ;* that is to say, a resting upon mani- 
festations in that outward world which is under 
the power of the evil one is " adulterous " as 
in relation to our true Spouse, Whose Face and 
Law of Life we discern and embrace, not in the 
outward and transitory, but in the inward and \ 
eternal His Revelation is unique in its origin, 
for it is not of this world — " the prince of 
this world hath no part in Me " — and it com- 
mends itself to universal acceptance because 
it is rooted in our Being, is latent in all, and has 
only to be known. Faith cometh by hearing 
(faith is the spiritual vision of the nature of 
our Being) ; the grace of Christ-nature is ours, 
before we know it to be ours, and because it 
is ours, therefore we can know it. It seems 
almost foolish to state such a clear necessity, 
but teachers are ever speaking as if the vision, 
or belief, of the believer, were the origin of 
the power of sight. It is because the Christ- 

* "A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh 
after a sign." 



S 
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Revelation appeals to what is universal and 
corresponds to the universal cry, that it is 
God's Eternal Word to His creatures, and 
will be so accepted, as it is more and more 
faithfully msdntained in its universal signifi- 
cance. 



Yes, I quite believe that the purpose of Jj^^!? 
the Christian Revelation is to develop the^fn'-^®^ 

■*• Manifesta- 

incorruptible Seed's life in the heart, not to tion. 
clothe mankind from without in a religious or 
fancied Christ-like garb. The great thing 
is to be true. Only such an one is Christ- 
like, and oh, how hard it is to be true ! 
But the Spirit of Truth will guide us into all 
Truth. 




\ 

It 



With regard to the case 
you describe to me, I think my reflections 
come under two heads, (i) A B is in bond- 
age to a misapprehension about God and 
about sin, and consequently his life is in con- 
fusion. He prays in order to keep God from 
deserting him, not in order that he may more 
fully know God, His Love towards us and 
His Will concerning us. But he is dissatisfied 
with his present standing and seeks for a 
better. His letter represents a state very 
familiar to me, and indicates a passing on- 
ward from standing in the outward occupa- 
tions as constituting religion to standing in 
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inward union with God in Christ, of 
ch the outward occupations of religion are 

natural and powerful expressions. His 
:ntion should be withdrawn from outward 
; and conducted to the inward fact of our 
iding in Christ. The ground that is felt 
be shifting downwards is, I am sure, 
ting upwards, because the mind is passing 
n the outward garb of religion to the 
ard Spring of religion, wherein lies the 
7 immovable, energizing foundation of 
iliness. (2) We must distinguish between 

reigning^ and sin dwelling in us. Sin 
5ns within us when we yield to it as a king, 
i, without dispute, follow its behests, 
nsequently St Paul says (Rom. vi. 12), 
/Ct not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
iy, that ye should obey it without resist- 
:e as your master." In Rom. vii. he says, 
»in dwelleth in me," which is a very 
"erent thing from sin reigning, I cannot 
ct sin out of me, but I can check its 
lending its power of darkness over me, and 
s I do by standing fast in the Faith, which 
;he blessed fact that there is in me another 
ture or Principle, which it, />., sin, cannot 



I 
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touch. In this mortal body of mine there is 
this other Kingdom sown, the Kingdom of 
God, over which the sinful principle can 
have no power.^Only let the heart be true 
to this fact, and the Spirit or Light of Life of 
that Kingdom will quicken our mortal body, 
(Rom. viil i, 2, ii),* and gradually extend 
its reign of Light Then the heart will be 
gradually made free by the Truth and be One 
Spirit with its Lord. As long as we have 
these mortal bodies, sin will dwell in us, but 
reign it will not, if we dispute and ignore its 
^workings by giving our attention to the ne«f 
standing in Christ. Consequently I should 
say to your correspondent, all that you 
perceive and tell me just shows you wha 
naturally you are, and moves you to cry out 
"O wretched man that I am, who sha' 



• ** There is therefore now no condemnation 
them which are in Christ Jesus. For the law of t' 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free frc 
the law of sin and death. . . . But if the Spirit 
Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in yc 
He that raised up Christ from the dead shall a 
quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelU 
in you." 
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liver me from the body of this death?" 
)w, don't yield to that, don't let that 
perience make you give up ; that would 
allowing sin to reign in your body of 
ath. But turn your heart in gratitude to 
e New nature and give God thanks. We 
) this when we clutch in heart and mind 
nstantly the blessed incorruptible Seed of 
e New nature in Christ Jesus, which is 
)w contending with the sinful tendency that 
velleth in us, and will finally be declared 
' be the Conqueror, when this mortal shall 
It on immortality in the new Body. All 
at you feel means that God is calling you 
' a truer standpoint, from the law of 
itward ordinances to the liberty of the 
ruth. And from this standpoint all your 
Itward occupation of religion will be more 
ae because more spontaneous — it will be 
e outcome of His Spirit and your fellowship 
th Him. I hope I have said what comes 
>me to your own heart ; it is not so easy to 
eak ofdi case as to a case, and hence I may 
: confused to you. Yet I feel that your 
mpathy and insight will interpret and meet 
lat I say. 



/ 
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and indwell 
ing Spirit. 



The Lord will speed in the best and surest 
way the footsteps of His children. Clearer 
and clearer it comes home to one that He, 
in these our dajrs of ignorance and weakness, 
guides and upholds His little ones, and does 
all that is truly done by them, who know not 
whither they go, like Abraham of old. In 
the next condition they shall know even as 
they are known. 



Religiosity Is there not a danger of religiosity 
'spirituaUty. smothering Spirituality ? There is a sort of 
monster, which is self, clothed in spiritually- 
coloured garments, and which seems to me 
to be fostered in its most subtle form in 
religiosity. 



•' Be still, 
and know 
that ' am 
God." 



I am all in a jumble about the Conference. 
Perhaps it is the confusion resulting from the 
collision of such widely diflferent methods. 
" Be still, and know that I am God " has so 
become the habitual method to me, that 
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hese exhortations to expect this and that, or 

ndize this and that, or to do this and that, 
ather in imitation of Biblical incidents, or 
)ecause others have found it useful, seem to 
ne likely to introduce bewildering elements 
Dto the spiritual life, and " Follow Me " 
ieems crowded out We may help to point 
}ut where that " Me " is to be found, and we 
nay encourage by the knowledge of Him 
^hich we may have attained ; but to interfere 
)s little as possible with the details of the 
* following" seems truest wisdom. To 
acourage with the "Come and see," and 
Tome on," " Come on," is perhaps the true 
apression of the service one can render to 
mother in spiritual things. There are many 
labels all along the spiritual life, but it is 
iways restful to fall back upon the blessed 
irst Principles : that He is all-embracing 
iOve, we are His offspring. His Spirit of 
/isdom and Power is our inheritance to bring 
\ into perfect fellowship with Him. There 
our standing in Christ, and, standing there, 

1 must be, consciously or unconsciously, 
tnessing to Him. Until He drew me into 
at standing I knew not what complete trust 
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in Him and fellowship with the brethren 
meant 



Would that you could sleep for a week, (ot 
He giveth to His beloved " during" sleep- 
so says a good rendering of that verse in the 
Psalms. And remember that the two pillais \ 
of earthly existence are Hope and sleep. We 1 
are lost sheep without those two, estranged : 
from God and irresponsive to our feUow- 
creatures. 



How well I know and have felt the relig^ 
osity, or religious artificiality, that hindeis 
spirituality. It develops a carnal spiritism, a 
very real foe to the Holy Spirit, and one that 
tends to the quenching of the Spirit. I faacy 
the life caUed " religious " is especially open 
to this danger, from its tendency to develop 
over- much thought about one's own spiritual 
growth and to foster artificial methods for its 
increase Many doubtless do develop spiri- 
tually, in ?pite of the special and subtle diffi- 
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Ities it throws in their way, but few, I fancy, 
:e really helped for long by the facilities it 
eems to afford. 



I am perfectly able to enjoy ritualism and ^'^"a*- 

,9sthetic development of religious ceremony 

^ the purpose of stirring emotion or " amuse- 

;i«iait" I value that word, so common 

•iDongst religious people abroad ; the excla- 

'Qiation on your return from a Function is 

; often: "I hope Monsieur s'est Men amused 

iBflt directly the histrionic or aesthetic is 

;»poken of as giving honour to God in any 

P Other respect than as edifying or " amusing " 

1 1& children, then I think the border-line of 

' Troth has been transgressed. The true and 

lughest ritual of Christian life is, as St. James 

•ays, "to visit the fatherless and widows in 

their affliction, and to make no alliance with 

the world." 



Yesterday our thoughts were occupied by fht Tmth*" 
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the New, />., the tnie, Creation — ^that on 
beautiful Creation which unfolds its woi 
behind this mortal disorderly veil. How f 
us are " on the Lord's Day "in the spirit o 
Day ! Hence how little we have to tell ol 
new heaven and new earth, which any oi 
us might see as did St. John, if only we 
standing as he did. But that " False prop 
and "that Beast" are bewitching human h 
all around, and oh ! how one is one's 
bewitched by the false utterance and ap] 
ance of this outward lying world ! It is ( 
touching to see those who are drunk will 
outward appearances, attempting to pu' 
world straight. How can we deal in any 
helpfully with a lie as long as we believe 
be truth ? Yet that is being done, anc 
doing of it is called Christianity ; sural 
dinary Christianity really claims a vi 
for the devil in its limitations of the pou 
Christy consequently it has no sure gr 
of hope, but is inextricably entangled 
the lying appearance ; the result of v 
is that the churches do again and ; 
"crucify the Son of God afresh." We 
stand in Christ when we assert the abs 
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vereignty of God's purpose of Love for the 
hole Creation, and in the Power which flows 
It of that belief we battle with the lying 
ppearance. Do we not worship the lie by 
ccounting it, and dealing with it as, the 
eality, and do we not deny the Truth by 
ccounting it, and dealing with it as, the 
)08sibility ? 



I have only read part of C. s book. I Vision 

. , . . 1 , . • 1 • .1 1 sacrificed to 

unk It IS wordy, but congenial m the general intellect, 
rift. A variety of reading in Philosophy 
nds, I think, to confusion or superficiality ; 
le gets confused in a variety of terms 
waning often much the same really, and 
e spends so much time in other persons' 
mghts, that one has no clear perceptions 
one's own. The temptation is the ever- 
urring literary one, to travel over much 
mtry but to dig deeply in none. Hence 
hidden Rock is not struck, and Vision 
sacrificed to learning, to knowing what 
ers have seen. 

9—2 
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I can enter with sympathetic amusen 
into the horror and wonder of the positio 
matters between A and B. The emoti( 
so thoroughly misapprehends the ratio 
that active thing sharper than any two-ed 
sword, which seems to pierce even to 
dividing of bone and spirit, joints : 
marrow. Even so the illuminated rea 
kills (as you say B does A) the emotic 
in its rudimentary stage of sensuous relig 
Sensuous religion I understand to be 
pursuit of peace and joy, and shrinking fi 
the punishment of sin ; but it kills 
sensuous-emotional in order to raise the s^ 
tual-emotional, which is the passionate 1 
of Truth because of its wondrous beauty 
all-comprehensive and effectual Love, 
must die to the sensuous religion (taker 
as it is with self-peace, self-joy, indivi( 
salvation) in order to live to the spiri 
emotion with its characteristic enthusiasi 
the peace, the joy, the salvation, of All 
hat is the enthusiasm of our Lord 
Saviour (i Tim. ii. 3, 4).* Have you not 

* **For this is good and acceptable in the si| 
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le Bible explanation of the saving Baptism, 
L StatCy not an act or ceremony ? St Peter 
calls it (i Peter iii. 21) " the interrogation of a 
gopd conscience toward God," the question- 
ing habit which belongs to a good conscience 
and brings us further and further into fellow- 
Wp with God, which takes nothing on external 
authority of Church or Bible without pursuing 
it with ceaseless interrogations or questionings, 
tintQ it has found the Truth of the Living God 
w every statement. Doubtless B's utterances 
snaack rather of the unemotional-rational, but 
for the most part, as I understand him, 
they express thoughts which take us into the 
spiritual region, where the clear, rational 
perception of the only intelligible God, the 
absolute and universal Love, awakens the 
spiritual emotions in His Children, who be- 
»me concerned with nought but the honour 
>f the Name of their Lord God and His 
►lessed Purpose for the universe. 

rod our Saviour ; who will have all men to be saved, 
id to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 



I ic 
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cpesQOD m J saying 
pcnpose of the 



cngicDi :c G>i s r: sm/rvzr the worid, 
bur xr imfrer TeccLe cc of the woM for 
±e 3ew IteiTeJi X2?i diSit earth. It seems 
tc 3ie •frac rre rrse Wcrld cff Order has to 



be r^i-ie-iniei nc saved cr Regenerated out 
'^c riis 3iisenJ:Le -cjcrier. This disorder is 
raiiicallv vr:j[i^ rcr :i is x sphere in which 
3e oiacerhLs ct ihe rr::e order or world can 
be educa^fd cr 5ned 5rc :": e tr^e Order. This 
wend is in ±e wicked or wr:>ag principle, it 
b 5ar.:ra:id with it. When the mind has 
cau;ih: si^h: c: ±e rrce order or God's world 
which He loTech* then thb phenomenal world 
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is seen to be a miserable vesture, and no 
amount of trimming or patching can make it 
God's world. Rom. viii. 5-9, and i Cor. ii. 
6-15, illustrate what I mean, and in Mark 
▼iil 38 the "adulterous generation" is one 
not true to its Spouse, who is the Truth. We 
at &st want to galvanize the death or mortality 
"With which we are so familiar ; but Resurrec- 
tion is the Divine rule for us all : out of death 
into Life. We want to mend death, to im- 
pfore it, and oh, how little comes of it all ! 
Let the Better Hope open our hearts, and there 
win come in the fragrance and power of the 
. New heaven and New earth. If anyone feels 
diawi to look into the deep things of God, he 
tosuX. labour. Are we qualified in any sense 
hdpfiilly to deal with the misery of sin until 
we ai5 replenished with the subtle tenderness 
, of sjfnpathy and the masterful power of an ab- 
solute confidence in the supremacy of Good ? 
TwD principles of interpretation weigh very 
heavily with me just now : (i) that the out- 
ward appearance is altogether untrustworthy, 
and fDr the most part contradicts truth ; (2) 
that intil we see a principle to be universally 
true, we do not see it accurately or fully, i.e,^ 
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"in God." Sectarianism comes from 

sight ; the eye is not single. Those who aze' 

not catholics in the true sense do not looc at 

things in the proportion of the faith. If 

people expect to see this world put right or 

improved, then they must have some rerjr 

different conception of this world and itspur- 

poses from those our Teacher had. To nake 

school Home it must be radically altered the 

whole order of this world must be destrcyed 

You cannot really improve a school iito a 

Home ; the relationships in each are fmda- 

mentally different It is all, as far as I 

can see, summed up in the words " Though 

death into Life ;" through the tribulatbn of 

the world into the Peace and Joy of Hime. ' 



\ 




/ 



Religion 

rightly 

based? 



More and more it seems to is our 
: current so-called Christian preaching 
rk are wrongly based ; based upon the 
upon the Gospel, therefore they are not 
; based upon angelic ordinances, not 
e Christ. They belong to the dispensa- 
he past, not to that which ts. The crash 
ig which will make this yet more ap- 
These confusions between ritual and 
p, between form and Substance, all 
om a faultiness in the foundation. 
; religion does not take its spring from 
ialed God, in fellowship with Whom is 
Life, but from all sorts of theories and 
nts for making God favourable to us. 



* 

i; 
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So the teaching of our Lord is inverted, and i 
His revelation practically denied. The air] 
is crowded with fictions, and spirituality isj 
smothered, and the Faith is hardly found 
upon the earth. "Woe \ woe !" seems to be 
the note for the prophet to strike again and 
again in his message to the Churches, forfaor 
often are they starving the flocks, giving them 
stones for bread ! 



Current The curreut Christian religion is based on 

Chnstian ° 

teaching, the outward conditions, not on Being; in time, 
not in Eternity; in appearances, not in Reality; 
in the world, not in God. The foundation is 
defective, and until that is more adequately 
apprehended, all this superficial bustle of 
religious talk and action must be most un- 
satisfactory and insufficient. 

Do you not think that the " indifference to 
His holiness, and irresponsiveness to His pur- 
pose for us," is partly owing to the mawkish 
and insipid ideas which have been set forth as 
belonging to holiness ? I would call such 
holiness a holiness of /inhumanity. 
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ng as we are under the guidance of fo"^^£" 
whether we call them good angels 
angels, we are in sin or separation, 
hen we worship God in Spirit and 
h, inwardly and knowingly, are we 
ness and Righteousness. All sacra- 
;m connotes a state of separation, 
may separate us from God while it — — 
to bring us nearer to Him. While we 
udaism, />., under deputies or angels, 
.rtial separation, it has its transitory 
t only so far as it is recognised to 
mentary and not belonging to the 
e or spiritual man. Ceremonials may 
the Truth to which they are to 
and will surely do so if they are not 
Ls outward signs of universal Facts. 



:rue, it « a mighty step out of death J*>« ^ew 

1 r 1 f , /. ^ Creation. 

when any one feels the need of for- 
;, of " inward cleansing," for truly that 
st step in coming to Christ. But then 
Han is one who has found a freedom 
I and death, in Christ, whose hunger 




JL± leiLeTes ihe historical 
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ahiT ±ii£ sprr ice ssss azid knows Him tfj 
:::« 1-ik jmf Ijrd if ±e Race. All diingi 
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::ii:ce. I suppose that ' 



,-ur ±"-en5? '-'^T"^ rj r: an assurance that 
rre" ii^r rcirrsrsd r: ir^e Lord ; or perhaps 
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:eive us, our hearts are converted to Him, 
we are knowing Him aright. The first 
int to note is, that assurance must be 
Dted in God, not in our feelings in respect 
anything in ourselves, for these are subject 
all kinds of changes. What are the grounds 
assurance? First, God's promises or 
itements, as : " He that cometh unto me, I 
11 in no wise cast him out" ; or, "God was in 
hrist reconciling the world unto Himself, 
)t reckoning their trespasses unto them** 
Cor. V. 19). Secondly, God's Character; 
le is that He is, viz., All-embracing Love : on 
lis ground there is complete assurance that 
[e will receive us all and never leave us, 
id will do the very best for all in the very 
est way. Thirdly, there is the assurance of 
irect insight into the mind of God by the 
[oly Spirit : " We have the mind of Christ" 
[ Cor. ii. 16) ; " Eye hath not seen, nor 
ar heard, neither have entered into the heart 
f man, the things which God hath prepared 
>r them that love Him. But God hath re- 
ealed them unto us by His Spirit : for the 
pirit searcheth all things, yea the deep things 
f God. For what man knoweth the things 



i 
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of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 
him ? even so the things of God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of God " ( i Cor. il 9, i o, i^) ; \ 
" But ye have an unction from the Holy One, 
and ye know all things" (i John il 20); 
"And hereby we know that He abideth in us, 
by the Spirit which He hath given us" (i John 
iii. 24). This last assurance is the highest , 
of the three, and I should be inclined to call 
this " the joy of the Holy Ghost," a constant 
vision into the mind or purposes of God, 
accompanied with the sense of fellowship 
with Him in effectualizing the purposes of 
His Love. Assurance I understand to be 
rest of mind and heart in the Lord, that 
Peace which is to be found in Him in the 
midst of storms of tribulation, temptation, 
weakness, etc., crowned with the Joy of 
Hope. 



PiT* 'se'Sf -^^^ myself, I find rest only in the vision of 

^o<*- the Character, Order, and Purpose of God. 

The more I enter into the real meaning of 

Love, and see its Sovereignty of power and 

Universality of embrace, the more I find rest 
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all thoughts then converge in the Hope 
h transfigures the apparently ghastly 
^nt, and stimulates a' strong enduring 
jnce (/.<?., scriptural meekness) that accele- 
;, perhaps quite hiddenly, the realization 
le sure and certain Hope of Universal 
onality for the Race in the Light and 
sdty of Love, and through it, for the Joy 
1 possible creations at present beyond our 
:on. 

hen we are very tired we must " shiver f 
ve can and do warm one another, when 
trengthen in one another the conviction 
we are all in solidarity with Him, Who 
le Wisdom, Love, and Power of ihe 
'erse, and are instruments in His Hands 
he bringing of all into the Rest of the 
nal Sunshine. It is in the self-disown - 
t which the Light of His countenance 
uces, that Rest is found ; and so, though 
ardly one lives in the city of confusion, 
nwardly one is in the Jerusalem, and by 
iw of Love may carry an olive-branch 
iope and Peace to those who are over- 
med with the confusion of this disorder. 
! the Church, which was intended to 
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witness to that inward order, has Idt its 
Rock, and has become itself a Babylon, a^ 
thus the poor world is without a beacon. 
Yet, tossed about and torn as it is, it has in 
it the seed of Eternal Light and Love, and 
therefore cannot be utterly wrecked. 

You allude to the parable of the Virgins. 
I am quite sure that the " prudent " Virgins 
have learnt, within that door, that their union 
with the Bridegroom qualifies them to give 
oil to a//, for, in virtue of that Union, the 
supply can never run short, as, according to 
their previous imperfect apprehension, they 
feared it might But after the closing of the 
door of the legal dispensation such an appre- 
hension gives way to the better Hope, whose 
instinct is ever to give of the Exhaustless 
Life. 




I did not say that all men, Christ u 
:ue of their manhood, are in Christ believers 
ust observe the Pauline and Johannine "***" 
:tion between the phrases "Christ in 
id " We in Christ," and " Christ dwell- 

us." Christ is in all men, as the Being 
*n, that which constitutes them the 
ng of God ; but only believers in Christ 
I Christ. They are those in whom 

dwells, diffusing, as it were, the con- 
ness of the Christ-nature in heart and 

so that perception and action are in 

" Christ is being formed in them :" 
ed to the Lord, they are One Spirit." 

men believe in Christ, they are at-two 

lO 
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with their true nature, and not being at-one 
with it, not knowing it and owning it to be 
their true nature or Being, they do not 
develop its resources. Only the believer 
stands in his Christ-Being; he only is in 
Christ; in him Christ "dwells," or "abides," 
or " is at home." Of course it is not for us to 
say who is in Christ and who is not ; it is for 
us to maintain that Christ is in all, the incor- 
ruptible Seed anointed with the promise. 
This is the witness which Christians ought 
now to be bearing with all their strength} 
and it is the recognition of this Fact which 
makes them disciples of the Lord Christ 



The I was struck yesterday with the " seem ^ 

^ol?* '^ Heb. iv. I.* It is as much as to say that 
any coming short of the promise of rest in 
Christ Jesus can only be in appearance. The 
Promise is the inheritance of all; the enjoy- 
ment of it, />., the entering into it, belongs 
to the belief in the universality of the in- 

* ** Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left 
us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem to 
come short of it." 



Inheritance. 
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\ kcritance (cf. Heb. v. 11-14).* I fancy the 
^loik of the Christian believer now is to 
mprehend and maintain with persistent 
fimestness the universality of Sonship 
\ feoerically, anointed with the Gift of the 
Holy Ghost for the education by Him of 
fteRace into the fulness of its inheritance 
•or destiny. Until the Christian Religion is 
fmnded on universal Being and the calling 
or bringing of certain members into Light or 
j^oiy is maintained to be for the well-being of 
the whole, the catholicity of it is a fiction. 



fc I think you will find that those who ac- Conditional 

r^ .. -• • , . .«•.«««<. immortality 



|j^ cept "conditional immortality" define or 

* ** Of whom we have many things to say, and hard 
to be nttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. For 
iriien for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need that one teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God ; and are become such 
as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For 
eveijone that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who 
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil." 

10 — 2 
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conceive of immortality as continuity ot 
existence. Now this is certainly not the 
Scriptural conception. Immortality there 
certainly means freedom from mortality, 
that is, from all that separates us from full 
fellowship with God. Adam really died 
when he disobeyed, for he went out of that 
condition of relationship with God in whicb 
he had been, as is signified in his hiding bom 
God. The prodigal son was really dead 
when he was separated from his father and 
his home ; " this my son was dead '* {vs^^i, 
"a corpse") "and is alive again," because 
restored home into fellowship with his father. 
^f course the Scriptural immortality is con 
ditional ; its condition is the coming to oui 
Father Who is revealed in Christ Jesus, anc 
the being reconciled to Him (2 Cor. v. 19, 20).^ 
Annihilation, which some identify with cor 



* *' To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling tl 
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses un 
them ; and hath committed unto us the word of i 
conciliation. Now then we are ambassadors i 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us : > 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God 
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I immortality, has certainly no place in 
riptural interpretation of immortality. 



) the question of the spirit's return to ^p*"*- 
lile the soul undergoes purification in 
and the possibility of some being 
the Divine Spirit, without attempting 
nto these ideas, it may be helpful to 
)er that we are apt to be careless ih our 
the word " spirit." You will observe 
)ture that there are qualifying terms 
with the word : e.g,, spirit " of His 
spirit " of life in Christ Jesus/' spirit 
Dd," spirit "which is in the Lord," 
of Truth," spirit "of man," "Holy" 
2tc., etc^l^ow the "spirit of man," 
sense of the spirit, which constitutes 
nan, />., a child of God, is a man's 
ing; and is not the soul the individual 
(usness? Doubtless many men are 
: the consciousness of the Divine 
in fact, I suppose, all unbelievers are, 
'>ivine Spirit the Holy Spirit is meant, 
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for the Holy Spirit is received (i John liL 24) 
by those who seek or claim the Gift of ^cit 
Heavenly Father, and according unto thai 
faith it is received by them ; it is the r^ 
of all, but all do not claim or possess thek 
inheritance. "Behold I stand at the door 
and knock." When the door of our hearts is 
thrown open, and we believe that we are what 
He tells us we are, then do we enter into our 
inheritance of righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost — now in part in this our 
mortality, then in fulness in our immortality. 



5hS^*' ^o yo" °ot think that the ordinary 
standpoint of so-called Christian teaching is 
undergomg a destruction, and that the devil's 
travesty is waning? Terrorism is no real 
factor in Christianity. Surely Christianity 
is the response which follows the recogni- 
tion of Love and its beneficent Purpose 
of universal beatitude. In that atmosphere 

* ** And hereby we know that He abideth in us, by 
the Spirit which He hath given us." 



] 
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eart beats freely and fully, for it is the 
which Love begets that saves. We 
to breathe the Hope before we attempt 
l1 with the distresses of life; then should 
t armed with the Sympathy that is 
ful, and not merely with the sympathy 
; the recognition of a common woe. 





Disorder 
without, 
yet Peace 
within. 



This grief is all fiiU of 
deepest teaching, and one feels how it must 
touch the Heart that knoweth the bitterness 
of the children's discipline. Is there not a 
wondrous sense of reality when one is dealing 
with ghastly manifestations of the disorder ? 
Then He would have us trust in Him in 
our struggles with His foes, because they 
hide His triumph over the death. One rests 
upon the Eternal verities, and yet, at the 
same time, one struggles with the appearances 
that distress and vex in these mortal condi- 
tions. The inner consciousness of us all, 
however little we may realize the fact, is with 
Him, high above all disorder ; the outer 
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consciousness meanwhile is oftentimes in a 
storm of distress. When the outer conscious- 
ness is gathered up into the Light of the 
inner, then will there be the perfect rest of 
**at-one-ness," then shall we "know that we 
know Him," as St. John puts itj the "at- 
two-ness " being at an end, we shall rule in 
Love with Him in the At-one-ment. 

Our friend is as gold tried in the fire. I 
suppose that is the only way in which gold 
can be manifested, and adversity or evil is the 
effective trial We trace in her an accentua- 
tion of character contributed by fiery trials 
through which our disorder necessitates that 
all true things should pass for declaration 
and development, (i Pet iv. 12.) 



I suppose the surging unrest of this life Home- 
comes from dissatisfaction with the world's 
foncied solaces, or the advancing sickness for 
Home. As one grows more Homesick, these 
prison-bars of corruption, weakness, and dis- 
honour become more and more irksome, 
more and more oppressive, while the inward 
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vision grows brighter, and its corresponding \ 
aspirations stronger. That strange loneliness 
increases, which only the outward vision can 
fully dispel \ foreshadowings of that joy im- 
speakable we now have when spirit meets in 
fellow-spirit a sympathetic vision. 

This morning I was talking on Ephes. v. 8.* 
So much came home to me in dealing with 
the expression "ye were darkness;" not "ye 
were in darkness;" more than that, casting 
darkness around one, darkness itself inwardly 
and outwardly ; " but now are ye light in the 
Lord," not only in the Light, but also Light- 
giversy transformed into the Light of Life, and 
so Lights, See 2 Cor. iv. 6,t and 2 Cor. iv. 
io,t where both sides are indicated, being in 
the Light of Truth, and being Lights of Truth. 



* ** For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are 
ye light in the Lord : walk as children of light." 

f **For God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ." 

X " Always bearing about in the body the dying 
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body." 
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beautiful are these rays of hope from 
!oine of Light ! It is blessed to let them 
>ne's heart uutil they transfigure the 
of the world's woe into a vision of that 
arable Beauty and universal Joy that will 

forth from the groans of the travailing 
Dn. 




Concentra- 
tion. 



I suppose concentxj 
must precede diffusion ; at any rate I fc 
so with myself. Concentration into I 
the Centre, seems to pass into diffusion f 
Him the Centre. He is the Door. I 
I must look to Him, the Ideal Man, to 
my true bearings with my fellows. Mac 
tion and conversation, used in the full s( 
of these words, then maintain one anotl 
hence to me the pricelessness of the Scripts 
which focus our wandering weary eyes on 
Centre from Whom Power, Love, and Wise 
flow into the heart and mind. 

There are times when one lies as it \ 
helpless at the bottom of the tribulation- 
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of this world's disorder. The words of 

Scripture or of some living voice come with 

the word of quickening power : " Be of good 

cheer, I have overcome the world." It is a 

hideous nightmare through which we have to 

struggle into the full blaze of Unity, Truth, 

and Love. Our only abiding-place and 

refuge is in Him, and our wisdom is to abide 

in Him, the Saviour of the world, and to do 

what comes to hand in the solacing of human 

hearts out of the human pity He awakens 

in us, holding fast the confidence and the 

rejoicing of the Hope firm unto the end. To 

enter fully into this Divine Life we must have 

our souls ground to powder, it is thus that 

we enter into the Kingdom of God and His 

Righteousness. 



Prayer is just Life, inspiration and respira- Prayer. 
tion in the Kingdom of God, receiving and 
Siving the circulation of Love. I am sure 
*e are far too bustling, too much bent upon 
come outward manifestation of our zeal and 
"^ief ; hence the eye is taken off the Centre, 
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and to make a fair show in the flesh becomes 
the object of endeavour. There is somethiof 
very grand, I feel, in the longings and yeanl- 
ings of human hearts. Perhaps only in then 
do we really see the germs of Uie future 
blessedness. It would be far more truthfol 
to measure each man by his yearnings thaa 
by his apparent accomplishments. What 
yearnings He felt when He was in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh ! and in those expressed 
in John xviL we read our destiny. 



The Good 
Shepherd. 



On this, the "Good Shepherd" Sundiqf, 
one's thoughts circulate round the significant 
symbol. The thought before me at this 
moment is the completeness of His knowledge 
of the sheep, their ills, necessities, possibilities, 
all involving on the part of the Shepherd 
completeness of sacrifice, " perfect sympathy 
calling out the perfect remedy," as Westcott 
puts it. And one perceives the truth of this 
the more one's own sympathies are educated, 
and one's own life flows out. But oh ! the woe 
of our present conditions, in which the eternal 
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ities are coming into view ; through much 
Dulation we enter into the Kingdom of 
eaven, where fullest sympathy and fullest 
.orifice abide in the fulness of power, love, 
id wisdom. It must all be blessed indeed 
I the appropriate conditions, when, even in 
ach conditions as ours now are, the energy 
fthe Christ-Life bears;, us on in Hope and 
iOve. I cannot but think that we ought 
rom time to time to retire somewhat from 
he outward conflict with the disorder, in 
trder to strengthen our hold of the Faith ; 
}r a struggle with the darkness and misery 
round, without quickened Hope, is a sorry 
latter, too negative, even if persisted in, to 
e of much avail. Perhaps one's dream of a 
ttle Home of Transfiguration is never to be 
alized outwardly in this world, but this quiet 
ibbath day, after a week's storm, speaks of 
e restful work in the Eternal Kingdom, 
id will readjust one's mind for the return 
the week's work to-morrow. It is blessed 
have one's appetite whetted for that time 
len the flock shall be One, even as the 
lepherd is One ! The correct reading in 
»hn X. 15 is such a radiant hope: "Even 
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as the Father knoweth me and I kno 
Father." Then, in reply to the in 
" How does the Lord now lay down H 
for the sheep ?" I can see it in His 
members; our faith in Him as the S( 
God acknowledges that we owe it, t< 
down our lives for the brethren, though 
with strong crying and tears. Yet it i 
Reasonable only reasonable service, and, our belief 1 

Service* 

what it is, it is the only course possible 
His living members. The higher and 
our hope, the nobler will be our saci 
for we shall be nearer to Him Who ii 
Sovereign and Universal Hope, and t 
fore shall be more inspired with His S 
for the Sacrifice. Westcott's Note on ven 
comes with ever re-invigorating power : "' 
which is in the Eternal Counsel and Tru 
things becomes in human history and this, s 
by stage." We are more than conque 
and we become conscious of the Fact thrc 
the destruction of the flesh and all its idc 




V 



I fear you are in some grbSl>n, 
^imxiety. Perhaps when we meet we may ^^^ 
[talk about it, for really the one thing needful 
the manifold distresses of this world is from 
to time to commune with some friend so 
to be re-established in the Faith, for only 
that re-establishment can we resist the 
:s of the outward storms. We need the 
[assurance of Hope, viz., that God is very good, 
ind is working all things into the fuller mani- 
festation of His Love; in Hope we must 
['I>atiently wait for the Vision. Wherefore we 
Comfort one another with the words of Hope 
While the clouds hang heavily upon our sym- 
pathies and aspirations and susceptibilities. 

II 
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Outwardly much tribulation, inwardly un- 
speakable peace, is the true condition of 
things for us now, but alas ! how many are 
found battling with the tribulation with no 
Anchor of Hope, hither and thither tossed 
about almost in despair, for they have not 
been educated into Peace. Surely the only 
purpose of Christian teaching is to establish 
hearts in the Truth, that they may know their 
security in Him notwithstanding the number- 
less appearances of failure in all that goes on 
around them and in their own efforts. Bat 
we embark in enterprises of all kinds before 
we ourselves are standing on the Rock; so 
again and again it is the blind leading the 
blind. It would be better to spend more tim^ 
in the rectifying of our own perceptions, and*! 
then in the fuller fellowship with the Truth 
we should see more clearly His mind, and thus 
witness better to our common relationship in 
Him. Truly Life is very sharp in its disci- 
pline, and we need much comfort from 
within to bear us along its rugged way, and 
to counterbalance increasing sense of out- 
ward weakness. 

I understand Peace to be the result of \ 
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;nising God's Love and Work for the 
, Joy to be the result of entering into 
ailing in Him to be benefactors to the 
erse : Peace in receiving, Joy in giving. 



Haggai ii. 4, 5 * we have the ground of of\hf iSrti 
gth and work in the assurance "My 
t remaineth among you," "I am with 
' Taking the thought that the builders 
a sword in one hand and a trowel in the 
:, we come to see what " work " means — 
:ing evil by the power of His Spirit, which 
\ sword of the Lord ; holding fast the Faith, 
h is the spiritual sword : we shall be " re- 
ig the evil," and be using the trowel to 
e stones in their place — rendering in the 
jr of His Spirit helpful services to our 
vs, the living Stones of the Temple. If 
lus edify one another in Love, the build- 

Be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the 

and work : for 1 am with you, saith the Lord of 

, according to the word that I covenanted with 

rhen ye came out of Egypt, so my Spirit re- 

th among you : fear ye not." 

II — 2 
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ing will rise for the Desire of all nations^ 
AVhose Presence will visibly fill all the livii^ 
stones with Glory and Peace. 



2^e d^ The world needs a message which (i) in-! 
SeedTSJm ^erprcts its mixed sensation of wrongness and 
its Prophets? rightncss, which rightness fi-om time to time? 
makes the wrongness evident and painfiil ini 
varying degree; and (2) unfolds a view oi 
God that shall include (i.) His fundamental 
Relation with man's Being, (ii.) His Purpose 
concerning mankind, (iii.) His Mode of achieve 
ing that Purpose; and which (3) for the 
grandeur of its Design and catholicity of iti^ 
Embrace (i.) commends itself to the deeper^ 
and nobler instincts of mankind, (il) stimu- 
lates and sustains those instincts by its iih 
herent Truth, and (iii.) regenerates effectually 
the whole range of thought and action. 

This the Christ-Revelation claims to do. (i) 

It convinces mankind of the wrongness ol 

that natural bent to make individualism the 

I basis, and the outward world the horizon, 

I of his ambition. It meets and witnesses to 
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|Ae rightness of the deeper consciousness, 
iMiich whispers concerning another Kingdom 
KiAere self is not the centre and self-interest 
■not the rule. (2) It unfolds a view of God, 
iriiich arouses and sustains in living activity 
[of wisdom, benevolence, and beneficence, the 
nature of mankind, the Vision of the 
|[hteous Father of mankind. Whose Purpose 
[that all men shall be saved and come to the 
rledge of the Truth, and Whose Wisdom, 
levolence, and Power as the God and 
iour of the World are ever being exerted 
behalf of the education of His offspring.* 
1) The Hope which the Christian Revelation 
'God imparts to the human heart is that 
'better Hope" which can, by bringing us 
P'liigh to the true God," do what the Law 
Id not do, viz., save us from the death of 
mess and worldliness.t For it gradually 
the human heart into a region where 
[idfishness, sectarianism, materialism, and 
ridliness are left behind, being slain by the 



• Cf. John xvii. 25, i Tim. ii. 4, i Tim. iv. 10, 

sb. xiL 9, 10, Luke xv. 4, 8, 24. 

f Cf. Heb. vii, 19, Heb. viii. 6, 8, 10-12. 
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Power of an enthusiasm which belongs to tbej 
Eternal Kingdom of Universal and Omnipo*] 
tent Love. This Revelation crowns withi 
freedom (John viiL 32), and with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory (i Peter L 8), the- 
best instincts of mankind. 




t 




I dipped a little into J/^,*hf ^^*'''' 
t&azzim, and some remarks, this morning, in id«»i»*t- 
a letter upon an address of Ruskin's, suggest 
to me that Idealists must have a sorry time 
of it in this world ; I use the word " Idealist" 
h the sense of one who sees the frue idea of 
Human Society. But, dear Friend, is it not 
an error to suppose that that idea ever can 
be realized in this order of things, i,e. in this ^ 

world ? This life, it seems to me, is an outer 
court; in the Inner is the realizing of the 
Idea. Here, we are having our sympathies 
developed and trained for the exercise of 
authority and power in the "sweet reason- 
ableness" of Love in that Inner court; and 
then, in the Inmost court, the Centre, all 
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authority and power will be put down, for all 
will be made perfect. God being All m all, 
there will be no greater or less, but .iifinite .j 
variety in perfect Unity. 

It seems to me that these poetorophet 
hearts, such as Mazzini, Lamennais, ex., etc, 
are enamoured of the ideal, and instead of 
their being tenderly recognised and listened 
to and cherished as seers into the land that is 
afar off, the Inner court, they are feared, e^ 
and are thus deprived of their appropmte 
sphere of utterance. Consequently, in tk '] 
solitude of their vision they pine away or lose 
their way in political schemes, which ca 
never realize their dreams. Are not such \& 
they intended to inspire their age with deeper 
feelings and perceptions, and so to radiate 
out their light ? They are too far-seeing foi 
political life ; their work is to uplift us all into 
higher realms of thought. It is of no use 
trying to anticipate the age in a political 
framework which the age cannot fill ; that is 
beginning from without. Leavening the age, 
so that it demands more suitable embodi- 
ments of its enthusiasm, is apparently the 
work of all poets or seers, — to inspire but not 
to administer. 
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The world 1$ cruel to its prophets, 
ays stoning them and then building 
ir sepulchres. If Lamennais had had 
iew more disciples, perhaps his great spirit 
iild have lived in them and rejoiced in the 
flow of his life. If the clamour of the 
lials of the ideal could be ^2^/clamoured 
the sympathetic utterances of believers in 
certain realization, in the age to come, of 
highest and widest hopes that have ever 
nd a place in the most Utopian imagina- 
1, then the poet-prophets would not be 
i^en into crushing solitude or ineffectual 
emes of political effort. 
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^old intelligent friendship. To this our Lord 
*'^fers in John xvi. 27: "For the Father 
Himself loveth you (as friends), because ye 
bave loved Me," etc., and He explains what 
He means by loving as friends (<^/Xi/v) in 
John xiv. 23 : " We will make our abode 
with him," /.^., will be at home^ as is possible, 
where there is reciprocity of love. Where 
there is reciprocity of love there is what we 
call Friendship. Lazarus was a friend of 
Jesus (John xL 3), Who loved (aya^^Sv) a//, 
but had His friendships when on earth, and 
so He has now. Wherever there is reciprocity 
there is friendship; hence the latter is a 
heavenly thing, belonging to our higher as 
much as to our lower condition : really more 
so, for it finds a deeper reason and wider 
sphere for its existence there. While we are 
in this existence friendship may have a 
higher or a lower plane of action or recipro- 
city. If both the friends are standing on the 
lower plane, it will be an " animal" friendship, 
the reciprocity will move in the lower or 
"animal" plane. If one be on the higher 
and the other on the lower, the reciprocity 
will be incomplete, and there will be a 
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persistent sense of unrest accompanying it, 
more particularly felt by the one on the lower 
plane, to whom the cause ^f the sense of 
unrest will be less intelligible. The other 
will know the reason why the reciprocity is 
incomplete, and will seek to complete it by 
awakening the higher consciousness in his 
friend, knowing that in that awakening there 
will be no diminution of friendship, but an 
enlargement of reciprocity, in the complete- 
ness of which Rest will be found, for in the 
superior region of human consciousness it 
becomes a friendship ix^ the Lord. The idea 
of Sacrifice is inherent in friendship, hence 
its truthfulness, its suffering, and its rest : its 
truthfulness witnessing to the co-membership 
of the Race, its suffering in that it is a truth 
struggling to express itself in adverse condi- 
tions, or in the want of a common ground of 
feeling and action ; its rest is in full mutual 
understanding and reciprocity of service. I 
fancy friendships are portals into the ap- 
prehension of the solidarity of the Race, and 
of the true relations of God to each one of 
us ; grand educations they seem to me. The 
higher the plane of friendships the less 
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ipendent are they on earthly conditions; 

le lower the plape (and we must remember 

hat the whereabouts of the plane depend on 

he standing of both the friends), the more 

dependent are friendships upon the outward 

conditions of existence here. 

" In what sense can God be jealous of our 
friendships ?" Only in so far as they are in- 
adequate, in so far as they fall short on either 
side of that plane in which they can be per- 
fect If our friendships be in His Name, that 
is, if they be in the plane of our true Nature, 
then they will be complete. He will be in 
the midst, sealing them with the benediction 
of the whole glorified Body or Church; if 
friends are separated externally. He will take 
care that that separation deepens the friend- 
ship* It is true that the plane may be too 
superficial for the realization of the true 
blessedness of friendship, but God honours 
friendships in whatever plane they exist, and 
makes their errors to redound to an increase 
of life. They must be looked on as gifts of 
God, not flung to the devil ; pearls that must 
not be cast to the swine : if we thus look upon 
firiendships as embedded in the good Provi- 
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dence of God, then we shall neither be 
withered by the want of them nor intoxicated 
by the misuse of them, but, on the contrary, 
shall become stronger in the Lord and in the 
power of His might through their ministra- 
tion. The devil or prince of this world hates 
true friendships ; hence the tremendous per- 
versions and hideous repudiations of them. 
They are jewels of the Kingdom of God, and 
must be " set " by us as in the Providence of 
God to be treasured -in His Wisdom and 
Power. No friendship that is worthy of the 
name will be found to have been less than 
necessary for the perfection of the Friendship 
of the whole Body of mankind in and with 
the Lord 

I trust I have not wearied you with thoughts 
that are fairly clear and dear to my own heart. 
Friendship is a creature of God that is very 
good and never to be rejected, but to be 
received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified 
to blessed ends through the word or power of 
God and proper employment or use of it. 
I am sure the word translated " prayer " in 
I Tim. iv. 5. (g'vrguggws) means "the due use" 
of the creature; it is the opposite to not 
using, or misusing it 
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I rejoice greatly to hear that you are 
Qysically so much better. When I am 
^ysically exhausted I often find a strange 
parent access of strength in spiritual per- 
ption; but then calmness and meekness 
erewith we wait upon others is at a terrible 
count. 
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I have been taking the 
ParaUe of the Sower, viewing the four con- 
uiDDDS of soil as the stages through which 
d^ hanum bean passes. In the fiist it is 
ftffAMned siik the external life^ mosdy 
in yoodi ; in the second it takes a suferfidal 
xzrrrst £z sfz'rifuaJ ikin^s ; in the third there 
is £ Aftwr zKicfTS^^ but it is hampered and 
civVtei br the anrietv and deceitfiilness of the 
nectssiries and cares of the external life ; while 
ir :b? fcKinh and last stage, the heart is 
h."oes: and 5Ks>dL that is, its interest in 
spirlrsfl irincs is ih^^rrM^klr deep and single- 
fLim^'S i:it condition in which fiill fruitage 
:s Sic:re*-', How plainly one can see the 
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Husbandman's hand, through all the correct- 
ing circumstances of life, in softening the sur- 
face, deepening the soil, and clearing the 
ground : making in His own time all hearts 
** honest and good," and then, as the Sower, 
ever sowing on the ground prepared and un- 
prepared, the Seed of the Word of Life. Each 
condition I seem to see indicated in my own 
life. Oh 1 the Longsuffering of the Husband- 
man, the Prodigality of the Sower, and the 
Comfort of the Seed sown, are they not a 
blessed Trinity ? 

I am greatly interested in a principle of 
interpretation of our Lord's Parables in the 
Synoptical Gospels, which arose in a conver- 
sation upon the fundamental principles of the 
Christ-Revelation. I think it helps us out 
of a certain perplexity which arises in our 
study of some of the Parables. As our per- 
ceptions and sympathies become more awake 
to the real significance of the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ, and we are consciously more in 
fellowship with His Spirit, we find ourselves 
disposed to compassionate the reproved ones 
rather than to rejoice with the approved, and 
in such compassion we feel sure in our own 

12 



TTi jjim*xxrji77ajir op parables. 



zsaaszassist cc bes^ neuer the mind of Christ 

a the Gospel history. For 
tcpissiomte the excluded im- 
Tmosxc rrurry or the condemned slothful 
scnaocor^^K^ndbted ]ddlings(Matt^) 
3£ :3ie i^oncaoQ of icndering them some 
sern::^. js cot Loid Himself was ever drawn 
^ 5^ m^sen cd emh. So we feel more witii 
Hja s: ^ifii compoBsion than if we stepped 
insioe ^ndi die good to light and feasting 
£3»d ntsTsaeOL Yet, on the other hand, 
sTxcpuhr seems in conflict with the 
of the Panble; hence the per- 
pJei±T aad confiasioni Now, are we justified 
ill rr.hnVing: of the peisons brought before us 
in ihe r^inliles as human individuals rather 
ihan persozii&ed tempeis of mind ? And, in 
<o coiz^g, are we not really disregarding our 
Lo3\i s warning as to the reason of the use of 
sach Parables? "Therefore speak I to 
them in parables, because they seeing, see 
not, and hearing, they hear not, neither do 
they understand" (Matt xiiL 13). Such 
Parables can only be spiritually discerned; 
without the " Key " of the Kingdom of God 
they are in their true significance closed to the 
understanding. Looking at them from a 
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iritual point of view, and interpreting them as 
presentations or personifications of certain 
iritSf or tempers of mind and conduct, we 
id no such perplexity or confusion between 
e Christ-awakened sympathies in our hearts 
d the clear drift of the purpose of the Par- 
le. We recognise the justice and mercy 
the exclusion of the neglectful, slothful, 
d self-seeking spirit from the Kingdom of 
ghteousness, wherein all are inspired by 
ve, the self-sacrificing Spirit that is alto- 
her wise, diligent, and sympathetic 
ch a principle of Interpretation gives a 
prous teaching to the Parable of the 
wer — the necessary clearing away of the 
rit of indifference, shallowness, and world- 
sss, until in an honest and good heart the 
id of the Kingdom of God rewards the 
>digal Sower and the patient Husbandman 
the richness of the Harvest in the fourth 
i last stage of the cultivation of the human 
iit Also in the Parable of the Seed and 
: tares, thus viewed, one exults in the 
>mised destruction of the tares, those profit- 
s growths of the flesh, wherein the evil 
Qciple worketh, and the final disentangle- 
nt and garnering of the Heavenly Harvest. 

12 — 2 



With ngaid to miiacaloos 
(so-callec) ansvers to prayer, in the shape d 
hpa^ing, etc, do yoa not think that, to a maB 
like L. KyOr to anj spizitaally-minded poson, 
they present themselYCs rather as expressions 
of intimate feHowship with the mind of God 
than as evidence to convince the gainsayers 
or inquirers ? I do not see that such miracles 
can do any more in this respect than scientific 
discoveries have done, viz., assure us of a 
beneficent mind behind physical nature. It 
seems to me that the speciality of such 
miracles as our friend relates is their expres- 
sion of the intimate relation between the mind 
of man and the Mind of God, perhaps I may 
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say the coincidence of mind or will, so that 

the prayer of the man is realized in the order 

of phenomena, there being perfect One-ness 

in the order of Providence and the mind of 

the petitioner. I am inclined to think that 

the spiritual aspect of things can never be so 

put into words, that an objector can be 

intellectually convinced of the truth of a 

spiritual perception, for spiritual perceptions 

^e matters of interpretation appealing to the 

sympathetic instinct^ not to scientific proof. 

Consequently I should rather sympathize 

with a scientific man shrinking from so-called 

miracles (I mean such as those narrated by 

L R.) ; they cut right across his lines of 

pursuit, and tumble all his perceptions into 

confusion. They belong to the path of 

the spiritualist rather than to that of the 

scientist, and the latter had better leave them 

alone until he is prepared to enter that 

plane of inquiry or perception in which they 

have an orderly setting, where they will be 

recognised as belonging to the methods and 

order of another series of laws. I am glad ^f^^ 

to think that the scientist does well to perfect and sdence. 

his order of pursuit, tracing cause and effect 
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K I HI -nsBL jE hs be me to hinwrif he 
^dL mrmn lie Trzcx iHanasctj in iir wa/k 
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You speak of having met l^^^^ 
someone who thinks that the unique part of ^°*^y- 
Christ's Revelation is the Redemption of the 
Body, and that we ought to look for its 
Redemption to be carried out in this order 
of existence, I should like to put it a little 
differently. The unique part of the Christian 
Revelation is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
Who forms the Spiritual body, so that when 
the believer dies, or, more truly, awakes, he 
awakes after the likeness of the Lord, to 
co-operate with Him freely in redemptive 
Love. ' 

A great deal of matter in illustration of 
the formation of the Spiritual body, /.^., of 
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the completion or perfection of the organs of 
consciousness in relation to the ideal or 
Spiritual world, has come before me since I 
wrote, both Scriptural and analogicaL I quite 
understand the quickening of our mortal 
bodies (Rom. viiL ii)* to refer to this, the 
getting rid of that death or mortality which 
limits and imprisons us in this order of 
existence, by developing and perfecting the 
power of the incorruptible Seed of Lue 
which brings us into living contact and con- 
sciousness with the Life of the Universe 
Then the grub body is no longer wanted; 
like the husk to the seed, it has done its work 
in the early stage of growth, and now is put 
off as the butterfly puts o£f the chrysalis-shell, 
and the materials of that body go to the 
churchyard to return into that which may 
through various modifications become part 
of another human earthly body. 

True, indeed, Church-systems also are 
grub-bodies, useful as long as their earthly 

• ** But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies 
by His Spirit that dwelleth in you." 
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and transitory character is recognised, per- 
nicious and murderous of Spiritual Life, when 
they are worshipped as ideal and perma- 
nent institutions. Woe, woe to such Churches, 
is being declared by the Holy Spirit, Who is 
revealing to the minds of men the short- 
comings of such Churches in their perceptions 
and actions. The development of spiritual 
perception will burst them, and their outer 
garments will be cast off as grave-clothes, 
worn out and no longer needed. Surely at 
the present* tifne deeper perceptions and 
aspirations are bursting the swaddling-bands 
of rudimentary Christian life. 

The word " body " seems to me to indicate 
a particular range of consciousness. The 
physical body denotes the faculties which 
form a physical consciousness, and by a 
spiritual body I think we mean the faculties 
which constitute the inward or spiritual con- 
sciousness. I fancy our bodies will be more 
transparent in the next condition of things, 
so that the inspiring principle will be able to 
manifest itself, and the whole organization 
will be more in harmony with the mind of 
the Spirit We shall see more clearly how 
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to execute 
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The Scriptures of the Old ^^p^ 
Testament are able to make us " wise unto ^^ ?« 

Word. 

salvation through faith which is m Christ 
Jesus" (2 Tim. iil 15). Scripture by itself 
cannot make us ''wise unto salvation/' but 
only Scripture interpreted by the Spirit which 
we have in Christ Jesus, There is much in 
the Ancient Scriptures which the Spirit we 
bave in Christ Jesus condemns as a thing 
past and gone for us, as, e^.^ the conduct of 
Elijah in Luke ix. 55, and again in Heb. viii. 
13, "In that He saith, *A New covenant/ 
Be hath made the first old. But that which 
is becoming old and waxeth aged is nigh unto 
Vanishing away." So too the argument in 
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2 Peter i. 20 is that all Prophecy comes from 
God and has a universal signifrcance ; God 
is the Fount of prophecy, and His message is 
for all, for Prophecy is not a private matter 
intended for the few, but a light to shine on 
all hearts, and until the shining of the Day 
Star in our own hearts we do well to take 
heed unto the prophecy of Scripture, as a 
lamp shining in a dark place. 

" Thy word is a light unto my feet." What 
word ? Not the Canonical Books of the Old 
Testament ; the time of the utterance forbids 
that Possibly the written Law is referred to ; 
but I think Conscience, the word of God in 
the heart, is chiefly meant : "the word which 
is nigh thee in thy mouth and in thy heart" 
(Rom. X. 8), leading us on to the " Word of 
Christ" (Col. iiL i6),* Whose Gift of the 
Holy Spirit of Wisdom and Power forms that 
same "Word of Christ" in us. It is the 
Holy Spirit Who is to convince, uphold, and 
guide us. He may use Scripture in so doing, 

* ** Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom ; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. " 
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or not. We must not put Holy Scripture 
between us and the Holy Spirit; to do so 
would be to place an Angel of Light in the 
place of the Light Himself; this is idolizing 
the works of God ; Holy Scripture is a work 
of God, it is one of God's words to mankind ; 
but true religion adores the Author of all 
words, and recognising every creature to be 
a word of God, it accepts no other ultimate 
authority than the Quickening Spirit Himself 
(vide Phil. iii. 3). Holy Scripture is the 
record of God's teaching of men, and of 
men's conduct in relation to that teaching ; 
useful to us, blessedly useful, as a revelation 
of God's mind at various times, to various 
peoples, in the various ways of precept, warn- 
ing, encouragement, instruction. It shows 
us how man has needed perpetual guidance 
and upholding in the way of Life, without 
which he must fail, and it encourages us ever 
to look for guidance and upholding to the 
Author of Wisdom and Power Who alone 
is the Lord and Teacher of every human 
heart. 

The battle of the Lord has to be fought 
upon the battle-field of a misapprehension 
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of Holy Scripture as well as upon that of 
a misapprehension of the Church. Our 
hearts are the fleshy tables upon which the 
mind of our God is being written now just as 
much as in the old times which were before, 
and now more clearly than then. The good 
fight of the Faith is the maintaining that the 
glorified Lord is the Elder Brother of the 
whole race, and, as the true Melchizedek, is 
distributing immediately to every member of 
that race the fruits of His Own toil, passion, 
and victory, viz., the Spirit of His Glory, by 
Whom they that believe in this Faith onu 
for all delivered to the Saints are brought as 
Sons of God into Glory (Heb. iL 10-15). ^ 
says, "How should we presume to teach 
unless sent of God ?" Ah yes, but that does 
not mean " with the Bible in our heads and 
hands ;" surely it means sent by the Spirit of 
God testifying the truth in our hearts. A. is 
an evangelist, and he finds appeals to the 
testimony as revealed in Scripture his bulwark; 
yet only does he administer with power that 
testimony in Holy Scripture which has been 
testified in his own heart by the Holy Ghost; 
therefore the Word he preaches is the Word 
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f God in his own heart. There is much in 
le Bible which has not yet been written on 
le fleshy table of his heart, and which he 
ould never preach, though he finds it in his 
ible, for it belongs to a time that is past, 
'hen the hearts of believers were far less able 
) receive the things of God than they are 
ow. I should like to add a word of appre- 
iation and love in the Spirit of the dear 
vangelist His words refresh one by their 
enuine welcome and utterance of Truth as 
: comes home to him. Only let us hold fast 
the lamp " in its place and the Day Star in 
ts place, not substituting the lamp for the 
>ay Star, or letting go the lamp before the 
)ay Star has risen in our hearts, — after that 
^urrection we shall rejoice ever again and 
gain in the written testimony for instruction 
ad comfort 




The 

Attributes 
of God. 



It seems to me that the 
common practice of setting one "attribute" 
or quality characteristic of God against an- 
other is faulty. I mean in such a form as 
this : considering His mercy as qualifying His 
justice, or, as is sometimes stated, yielding to 
His justice, as though the two sprang from 
different sources and checked one another. 
Or again, in associating justice with punish- 
ment and mercy with pardon ; the result of 
such arrangement being a hopeless confusion 
and endless misapprehension of God. Surely 
we do well to accept the statement in Psalm 
XXV. lo: ^^All the paths of the Lord are 
mercy and truth ;" and such they are found 
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to be by those who keep His covenant and 
testimonies. The justice or righteousness of 
the Lord is as much evidenced as His mercy 
in the pardoning of iniquity ^^ just as His 
mercy equally with His justice is evidenced 
in His by no means clearing the guilty ; for 
nothing could be worse for the guilty than to 
be cleared of punishment, which is the means 
whereby he recognises the guilt and seeks 
the re-creation of his nature. God in His 
mercy has given to us His Holy Spirit to 
create us anew to good works, and thereby is 
just to us, and is revealed as the Righteous 
Father of all Mercies. God in His justice 
requires of His children perfect righteousness, 
which belongs to perfect Sonship; He is 
All-merciful, being content with nothing less 
than perfection for us. When we look at 
things from our experience of human action, 
we must make these accommodations, 
balancing our feelings of justice with our 
feelings of mercy, because of the state of our 
hearts, and the imperfection of conventional 

* ** Thou, Lord, art merciful, for Thou renderest to 
every man according to his works.*' — Ps. Ixii. 12. 

13 
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morality, necessarily imperfect, owing to our 
imperfect knowledge and imperfect powers of 
action. And so it comes about, that mercy 
and justice are looked upon as two separate 
lines, between which we have to strike a 
middle course, neither, on the one hand, 
being inexorably just, according to our 
standard of justice, nor, on the other hand, 
being over-leniently merciful, according to 
our standard of palliating circumstances. 
This balancing is necessary because of the 
imperfect knowledge of the facts on which 
our judgments are based, and of our imperfect 
vision as to what on the whole is best With 
God it is quite otherwise. With Him the 
lines of mercy and justice are coincident; 
He is always just and always merciful, in one 
word, always Love. Directly we break up 
Love into fancied component elements, we 
come into confusion. Our God is Love, and 
He is nothing else than Love. We may, in 
our inchoate knowledge of Love, sometimes 
speak of mercy and wrath and justice as if 
they were not all aspects of Love, dealing 
with the various concretions of weakness and 
sorrow, or of sin and evil, etc We know 
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that He Who is Love is merciful to the weak 
and those who are out of the way, is wrathful 
against all imperfection (slavery) and evil, is 
just to Himself^ to what we are^ and to what 
He has designed us to become ; so that His 
design musty because He is just and true, 
be ultimately realized to the full Endless 
torment, or everlasting loss, is based upon 
two errors of the human mind guided by 
appearances. The Christian Revelation has 
given us Righteous Judgment (John vii. 24),* 
has cut at the root of the teaching of the 
carnal mind upon the subject of the ultimate 
condition of God's creatures. And this it 
has done by annihilating the two errors upon 
'which it is based, in the revelation (i) of our 
God as the All-loving Father, and (2) of the 
solidarity of mankind. As long as there is 
(me member of the race imperfect, the Shep- 
herd-Parent is pursuing it in Love, until it be 
safely rested on His Shoulder; and all the rest 
of mankind are crying out for the wanting 
member, without which their own life does not 

* "Judge not according to the appearance, but 
judge righteous judgment." 

13—2 
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fcUr ind treely vibrate. I am sure these are 
Ifae tvo Amdjumental features of the Christian 
Rer^^izioQ, of which all its utterances are the 
manifoM expression : (i) The Parental Love 
of the Father: (2) The Solidarity of Mankind, 
to be confonned to the Image of His Son. 

Just a few words in reply to your welcome 
comiDents on my last Of course in saying 
''^God sir Lor^ and He is nothing else than 
Loi^/ I oiJ^t to have said, '* Our God is 
Lo^E^ and He is nothing else than Love.'' 
I mean ti^ as rtveaUd in Christ He is our 
God : Love alone exhaustively represents His 
levealed character; anything inconsistent 
with Love He is not; anything else than 
Love He is not (according to the terms of 
onr levelaiion)— therefore everything is in- 
terpreted under the light of " God is Love." 
If I say ''God is all things," I mean that 
God is the Being or Substance of all things. 
Love is not a characteristic of God, but the 
essential character of Him in Whom "we 
live and move and have our Being " ; and in 
dealing with such expressions as "justice" 
and "mercy," in relation to God, I should 
protect myself from the ordinary defect 
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associated with those terms by appending to 
them " of Love," and thus contemplate them 
as the justice or the righteousness of Love, 
the mercy of Love. 

Other religions have talked of God as a 
Father as well as a King, but have they 
sounded the depths of Parental Sacrifice in 
behalf of the offspring, as the Christian 
Religion has done? Have any really pre- 
sented us with an idea of Parental Love 
in any way comparable with that of the 
Christian, either in effectiveness of power or 
in width of embrace ? 

In reply to your concluding inquiry as to 
the methods by which we arrive at knowledge 
of God, I would remark that there seem to be 
two chief avenues of knowledge — the outward^ 
such as observation, hearing, etc., and the 
inward^ intuition. I understand that through 
these two avenues there are constantly 
streaming in materials of Divine Knowledge, 
which the conscience, or spiritual mind, 
assimilates, and, in so doing, advances more 
and more in the knowledge and apprehension 
of God. 



Ho«r dzj, dear Friend, is 
tihtt Essa^ joa send me I Neither the 
vntec;. m^ he whose writiiigs he criticises, 
seen 10 !tave drank of the LiTing Fountain. 
This kzrni q£ wriang aboat an Impersonal 
r^ity whQ is >^art rwTm ms Is deadly, more 
ittCrCbxisnan in e^»:t than any amount 
ot 3e-ciIIed ixxddelicy : though professedly 
Chrisdan* ic ogtaxnly seems to come from 
one who has never entered into the Christian 
Revelation. Sorely^ surely, the Lord Jesus 
would have us to know that the Gl(»y of God 
b ^ ^eaiiisidg oi His creatures, and that 
beatitude is fellowship with Him in knowledge 
and operatiocL If I do all things to the 
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Glory of God, surely God will be the Spring 
and End of my life ; I shall drink of Him, 
and, in the refreshment of the Love I drink, 
be loving in all ways to Him in His creatures. 
I am sure there is more atheism in that essay 
than in much that is published under that 
title. " To be Self-centred is in the creature 
the vice of selfishness; it is a necessary 
attribute in the Creator." Why, surely there 
is a slip in the sense in which " Self-centred " 
is used in the two sentences. Self-centredness 
is only wrong for us when we make the false 
self which is apart from our fellow-creatures, 
the Alpha and Omega of our thoughts, etc* 
So, if God made Himself the Alpha and 
Omega of His thought, etc., as apart from the 
creatures He has m^de, He would be as bad 
as the creature who did so. It is impossible 
for God to be Self-centred in the sense in 
which it is used of the creature in the above 
sentence, but in that sense in which it is 
possible and appropriate for the Creator to 
be Self-centred it is true and virtuous for 
the creature. For the true Self is the Divine 
in each one of us, and if we be centred there, 
we shall necessarily radiate out in Love to 
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afl. crsocc^ even s God, Who is centred in 
the L's l^eisal Ii££„ does. If I am centred 
ox the talise sell I am dead, for it is dead ; 
Gcd bos Qo c5ead sdlC He can only be centred 
ox I.fe w^idb iis Loie. Hence we understand 
tite infriDcraQii m die old Law, ** Thou shalt 
lo^re rsTf lao^t^tXKJ as thyself;" that Law 
was bofr asd good, and therefore there is a 
Itoiy asd good sense in which we ought to 
knre oczzselTes. When we have found the 
tnze Sell ^ae Cluist, Who is our Life, in loving 
tibtr Sdbf we shall love a//, for we shall find 
tiie same Self in them. However, I should 
diisc c te the dieological accuracy of using 
scch a term as ^Seifcaitredness" of God; 
it b too liable to be misunderstood. 

I was thinking yesterday how Isaiah be 21'*' 
scprlies one with some conception of God's 
estimi^e of His Glory. I agree with you in 
thinking thai "As I have loved you"t 

• ** ThT i>eocIe shall also be all r^teous : they shall 
inberic the land for erer, the branch of my planting, 
the wQck oi my hands, that I may be glorified." 

f John xiii. 54 : "A new commandment I give 
raito you. That ye love one another ; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another.** 
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»ws up "as thyself,"* but then in 
wing yp we do not mean that anything 
^ original statement is lost, but only 
ded or deepened. It is because the 
elf is Divine, that therefore we can by 
w of Being love one another as He, in 
1 the Divine Humanity is expressed, 
us. I am feeling very much more 
he truth of the fact, that our coming 
Life is coming into the universal 
iousness. So far as we are really alive 
'e more consciously in others than in 
ves. The Centre or Spring is in one's 
he Circumference or Consciousness is 
e's fellow-creatures. That does not 
Ds exactly express my meaning. I 
that one's consciousness of Being 
to be made up of the being of one's 
•creatures ; they seem to be to one the 
ousness of one's own Being or Life, 
lore I love^ the more I consciously live ; 
ore I live in others, the more I come 
^Consciousness, />., The Fellowship of 

itt. xix. 19 : " Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
;lf." 




202 THE GLORY OF GOD, 

Life. Hence, when I altogether live in 
others, I shall truly and fully be alive. God 
will dwell in me and I in God. The being 
driven and dragged out of the limited dead 
me into the limitless '^ I am that I am," the 
true Centre of consciousness, constitutes the 
present travail-pangs, the multiplied sorrow 
mentioned to Eve; but the Spirit of Love, 
Who spoke, will accomplish it by the Breath 
of His Mouth, " the Word that is living and 
active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing of soul 
and spirit." The old self-soul must be 
divided from the Spirit, that the quickened 
Spirit may form for us a new universal Soul 
whereby we shall be in living fellowship with 
the Universe. 

The more we depreciate the creature, the 
more we insult the Creator; the common 
way of looking at the creature, as a thing 
apart from the Creator, is the most in- 
jurious form of Atheism. Oh, do you not 
feel, "Let me be with the poor outcasts 
rather than with a God, whose glory can 
be indifferent to, or otherwise than bound 
up with, the beatitude of His creatures"? I 
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^f do not know that god at all, except in the 
dark parts of my heart ; but the True God is 
Eternal life for all, and to know Him is our 
joy as it is His glory. I desire to worship 
the God Who, if His enemy hungers, gives 
him meat, if he thirsts, gives him drink, filling 
his mind with Love that consumes the chaff 
of enmity. The Epistle of the week brings 
this home to one : " Recompense to no man 
evil for evil, but if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him" : just what He ever does, Calvary telling 
US that He does not reckon our offences, but 
gives the Living Bread of His Flesh and 
Living Water of His Spirit to hungry and 
thirsty hearts, to reconcile them to Himself 
in the full confidence of His abiding com- 
passion towards the sinner. 

In F. C.'s last letter these words occur 
as expressive of Catholic Theology : " God 
creates, preserves, governs, assists, punishes, 
destroys humanity, for His own sake, not for 
ours. Not that He gains the least advantage 
from Creation, from the beauty of things cre- 
ated, from the willing service and homage of 
His rational creatures ; but it is His Divine 
Will to manifest outside of Himself this reflec- 
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3uir jf H^ ^wii inanite beauty and goodness." 
-'Vlr.xc X »ii>f ic is :d tnm from sach a ghastly ^ 
jtiK ' .aii e* :u ±e Otrist-ReTdation ! " God so^ 



*cnn»t ±e T»ctfd'*: *'Tbis my stm was 
md is 35^^ 3gni*: "Let ms be merry.'^ 
Sxxciy ±e oiXLT cQQcepdoQ of Dtvine Glory ka 
•fen: K^!«nanfni s t&e beauty, welfare, an(=: 
.owe at His creittxres. The Glory of th^v 
Ftritmhi Ckscot is die beatitade of His Ci 
i!QiT» imi :&e deditistioii of the Rlghteoi 
Fishery Xamie is that He will never re^t 
umn each: coe of His o£&pdng finds his res^ 
*ipcn His Bosom. 

Furchec; GodT s woik of destracticm is not 
•^ is viestroy i ng hiinrranirj^ *' bat in destroying 
3il ±ac : sqjacat e s hmnamty from foUest fd- 
*cw<aip ax and wirfi Hmxself. Can we help 
^^'-levtETg rian a God who is Love exults in 
±e exuitaticn ct His creatures? The ex- 
•,>n*ssicn in Prcv. xvt. 4. "The Lord hath 
arade lU ±inss tcr Hic3self surely means 
:hac ct die v^r oecessitv of Love, Creation 
ftuir take place« and that the Creating Love 
can be satisned with nothing short of fullest 
Wilewshij? with all orders of Creation, so that 
jlU dxin^ace ^of Him,'' and " on account of 
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iii,and " with a view to" Him, as their final 
^^Sting-place. Is not F. M. O. really right in 
^^ying that " God is not intrinsically perfect 
''^thout us," though it may be a deeper 
bought than Scholasticism has reached? 
V^^ is it not involved in the fact that in the 
Visible we come to see that which is in the 
Invisible ? His extrinsic Glory or Perfection 
^S the perfection of the creatures; the in- 
trinsic glory or perfection is the perfection of 
tlie Word, Who is the Substance of the 
^ireatures. Whatever is seen in the Visible 
Haust have its root in the Invisible; hence 
^e have our place in the intrinsic glory. Are 
there not yet treasures of thought to be found 
in the Christ-Revelation, the production of 
which will not exasperate the Agnostic and 
Positivist, as F. C. thinks, but rather bring 
them to glorify their Father which is in 
heaven, and for the production of which we 
may have to reckon ourselves debtors to 
Agnostic and Positivist ? 



IP • • 1 « . • The Nam 

I quite agree with what you say m your of the Lor 
last letter, that we seem to have to learn the 
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various names of God before we can grasp 
the Name. The Name grasps us, while the 
others are various outer courts through which 
we come into the Sanctuary or Name of God ; 
in that Name we find pasture wherever oiir 
outer life may take us. When we know Him 
as Lord^ then we know Him as the One Who 
endows us with universal intelligence, love, 
and power, Who unifies us with the Body 
whereby we partake of the general life of 
thought, feeling, and power. We can only 
attain our personality of Life in the Person- 
ality of the Body. In attaining this, self- 
consciousness passes away, we enter into the 
universal consciousness, />., an intelligent 
sympathy with the whole Body. This is the 
true Self-consciousness of a fully quickened 
member of the Body. It is disease which is 
the cause of all self-thought or sense of 
isolation ; the healthy member lives in 
fellowship with the Head and fellow-mem- 
bers, and in the fellowship of the whole Body 
it alone finds the full joy of Being. Do you 
not think that when the Lord says the man 
and the woman ''''become one flesh" (Matt 
xix. 5), He means that the man and his wife 
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)me a unit^ but " he that is joined to the 
d is one spirit" (2 Cor. vi. 17), is quick- 
i into the Unity y attains Personality? 
: first is a union of that which is divided, 
male and the female, the second a union 
hat which is undivided, wherein there is 
her male nor female ; when we are joined 
he Lord of our undivided Being, then 
consciousness is being actualized in the 
nbers of the Body. When all are fully 
ed to the Lord, then the Body of 
nanity will be completely alive, the 
sonality of each member perfect in the 
sonality of the Head — the realization of 
"very good" in Gen. i. 31. 
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The 

Lordship 
of Christ. 



I quite appreciate your 
difficulty in accepting the term "the Lordship 
of Christ," and I would not for a moment 
assert that "to know God as Spirit" may 
not be a more advanced perception or 
apprehension. But the Personality of the 
term Lord helps me ; the Lord Jesus is 
my Personal God, and for the awakening, 
sustaining, and developing of my affections 
I seem to need that "individualized" pre- 
sentation of Deity. " Spirit " is too abstract 
at present for me. I find in the apprehension 
of God, which "the Lord" represents to me, 
the Comforter or Helper. I quite agree 
with you that "Lord" seems an individualized 
word, and gives the thought of limitations. 



THE I^'MjUSSMH?' 3¥ ^^aizsT: »^ 



^lifle ''Sfiidt* B fine jod dEffised: btft <Ad 
We not, « i M i-«>^ tiac knoviledse of die ne 
dividnalized " Loni^ fat mllf to die kifeDiv^ 
ledg^ of 'i^sim^ liuiiiqaa l and ^ffiased? 
Can it leaSj becayQed knovted^ I memin 
^e foil soise of the vovd, if it be ks dan 
^Q mtsSaggstit^Bd sfmpothedc £dtovship vidi 
^lie Univeisal Spint ? Is it not an indefinite 
^pprehetwion of somediing wliidi is £ur o^ 
leather dian an intimate fidloiiship widi Some 
One eirer n^h? •^The Lord" to me means 
the Universal, tender, sympathizing, all-per- 
fecting Friend. The one word which ex- 
presses what I undefsiand it to mean is 
Husband^ in its ideal saise of Guide^ 
Sympathizer, and Supporter: on Wliom^ 
every human heart, in its weakness, narrow- 
ness, and ignorance may lean, in sure and 
certain confidence of being made entirely 
One with the Wisdom, Love, and Power of 
the Most High, in whom "we live and move 
and have our Being." "The Lord" is an 
apprehension of the Spirit, which meets the 
present necessities, and I fancy that, when 
our education is complete in this order ot 
things, we shall enter into some further a\> 
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prehension of God as All in all, when 
" Lordship of Christ," as we understand i 
present, has completed its work. I do 
think that this apprehension conflicts with 
less limited one, but rather leads to the vi 
and complete apprehension of it I 
aware that the popular use of the term, " 
Lord," and others which you quote, indicj 
something very different from my mean: 
Not until we have had sectarianism i 
burnt out of us shall we, I think, be able 
deal with such questions from the platforn 
the Christ-Revelation, the keynote to wl 
is Catholicity, in the sense of unveiling 
Being of the Race, its Destiny, and the \ 
whereby its destiny is attained. 

Yes — it is the unpronounceable Na 
learnt in the secret place, it is the Nj 
given to Jesus, Which every tongue is 
confess, and Which every heart must c( 
to know (PhiL ii. lo, ii). 



ned*to the ^^ ^^ realization of the immediate Presc 
)rd b One ^f ^^g ^Q^d of Life there must be the fee 
of unspeakable awe, in the sense of being 



tint. 
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^ith Him, and in the thought that He is 
Operative in one, for the benediction of others. 
7^n^ as I understand it, we are b^inning to 
realize our true Personality in the wondrous 
Christ-consciousness. It transcends words, 
but it opens Heaven; it is the "opening of 
the Heavens," and the outflow or inflow is all 
Power and Joy of One-ness with the Author 
of our Being, qualifying us to be comforters 
to our fellow-creatures. " It shall be in him 
a well of living water springing up into 
Sternal Life :" the consciousness of One-ness 
with the Source of all life ; and " out of him 
shall flow rivers of living water;" this is the 
transporting delight of being God-like, life- 
giving, to others. His Purpose surpasses all 
we could have anticipated — weak, ignorant 
nothingness passes away to give place to That 
Which is operative for highest Comfort to all ! 
It brings with it the awe of the Seraphim, who 
cover their faces with their wings in the rapture 
of intimate knowledge of Him expressed in 
the unwearied ministries of Love. 

THE END. 
Elliot stocky Pat€moster Row, London, 
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